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The Temple Was Completed
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ezra 4:1-7; 5:1-5; 6:1-22
MAIN POINT: God helped His people rebuild the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Daniel 2:20-21
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we obey God? We trust God to give us
strength to obey Him.

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Some time after the temple’s foundation was laid, the
work stopped. With the encouragement of the prophets
Haggai and Zechariah, God’s people resumed the work of
rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem. Approximately 15 years
had passed without progress.

At this time, Darius was king of Persia. The Persian Empire
was vast, so Darius appointed governors over the provinces.
A man named Tattenai watched over the province that
included the land of Judah.

Tattenai noticed the work of God’s people, and he was
concerned. He sent a letter to King Darius. “Is this
allowed?” he asked. “The people say that King Cyrus said
they could rebuild the temple and the city. Please investigate
this matter.”

King Darius did investigate, and Cyrus’s decree was located
in the Babylonian records. Darius instructed Tattenai to
allow the people to rebuild the temple and the city.
Point out to kids that God had turned the heart of the
king for His people’s favor. (See Prov. 21:1; Ezra 6:22.) The
people completed the temple. They dedicated it joyfully and
observed the Passover.

God declared in Haggai 2:9 that the glory of this second
temple would be greater than the first. This prophecy was
fulfilled by the presence of the Messiah, the Son of God.
Jesus said that He is greater than the temple. (Matt. 12:6)
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In Christ, we find the substance of which the temple was a
shadow. The Lord was not confined to a building, yet deity
lives fully in Christ. (See Col. 2:9.) Jesus is our High Priest.
He entered the most holy place for us. (Heb. 6:19-20) The
priest offered the blood of animals, but Christ offered His
own blood once and for all. (Heb. 9:25-26) He gives us
access to the throne of grace. (Heb. 10:19-22)

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they
would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent His
Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the
temple, but directly with His people. Because of Jesus, we don’t
need a temple anymore.
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Whole Group OPENING     (before Large Group…)

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to help new kids
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them about
things they built or made that they were proud of. What
about their project made them feel glad?

SAY • Today we will learn about how God’s people finished
rebuilding the temple and what happened afterward.

Session starter (10 minutes)  —  Build it bigger
Form teams of 3-4 kids. Provide each team with a set
of building materials (index cards). Instruct both teams
to build the tallest and sturdiest building they can. Allow
the kids to work together for about five minutes. Then stop
them and tell them that you will come by and bump each
table to see if either structure can remain standing. If one or
both stay standing, allow the kids to knock them down.

SAY • God’s temple had been destroyed by enemies. Today
we will learn how the people rebuilt it after returning
to their homes. Then we will learn about a sort of
temple that was destroyed and rebuilt in less than a
week!

Transition to large group…
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Small Group LEADER    (after Large Group…)

Activity choice (10 minutes )  —  Wherever I Go
SAY • God helped His people rebuild the temple. Because

of Jesus, we don’t have to go to a temple to meet
with God. Jesus is with us wherever we go and we can worship
Him and talk to Him wherever we go.

Have the kids sit in a circle. Hand one child the foam block that 
has six different locations the children frequently go (school, home, car, outside, 
church, friend’s house). Children will pass the block around the circle while the 
music is playing. When the music stops the child holding the block will roll the 
block into the center of the circle. When the block lands on a side the child who 
rolled the block will name one thing they do in the location by completing the 
following statement:
“Jesus is with me when I…”

Ex. If the block lands with the ‘Home’ side up, he/she could say,
“Jesus is with me when I brush my teeth, eat dinner, read a book with my mom, 
etc…”

SAY • Aren’t you so glad that we don’t need to go to a temple to be with God? 
It is good to go to church so we can worship with other people who know
and love Jesus, but we can also meet with Him whoever we go!
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Block stack challenge
Divide the group into 3 teams. Have each team select one member
to compete in a building challenge.
Give each selected team member a plate and five blocks. Explain that
each kid should balance a plate on his head and then stack
five blocks on the plate within 60 seconds. The rest of their team can 
cheer them on.

Congratulate players who stack the blocks within the
minute. Play additional rounds, allowing new volunteers to
compete. If needed, adjust the time limit.

SAY • Today we heard about a construction project that wasn’t
easy either. The Israelites worked hard to complete
the temple, and construction took several years.

Prayer (5 minutes)
Ask the kids to share about something amazing they have
seen God do in their life. 

SAY • God used two kings to complete part of His plan
and bring His people home. He worked through
them so that His temple would be rebuilt and His
name would be made great.
We can see God moving in many ways, right down to
the fact that we are talking about Jesus today! God
can use you for His plan too!

Pray, asking God to use you and your group as a
part of His mighty and unstoppable plans. Thank Him for
His faithfulness to His people, and praise Him for being
good and merciful to sinners.


