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New Curriculum for Children Pre-K thru 4th Grade

We are very excited to share with 
you that we will be starting a new 
curriculum this Fall with our 
Elementary kids (K-4th grade)! A lot of 
prayer and thought went into this 
decision because there are many 
factors to take into consideration 
when choosing which material to use 
as we share the Gospel with our 
children. 

We want to share WHY we chose 
The Gospel Project for Kids (TGPK) 
over all the other hundreds of 
curriculums out there:

• The Big Picture of God’s 
Story: TGPK immerses kids in the 
gospel through every story, from 
Genesis to Revelation, by highlighting 
how each part of God’s story points 
us back to Jesus. Each week, no 
matter the story, there is a ‘Christ 
Connection’ that helps children see 
how that week’s story ultimately 
points to Christ. Our children will 
understand that the Bible is not just 
a collection of stories, but one 
unified story of God’s plan to redeem 
and rescue us, his children.

• 3-Year-Plan to take 
children through the ENTIRE 
Bible: While many curriculums pick 
and choose different stories 
throughout the Bible, TGPK will take 
our children on a chronological 
adventure through the entire Bible 
to give them an understanding of 
how all of Scripture points to God’s 
gospel plan to save us.

• Parent Resources: This 
might be our favorite part about 
TGPK. We want to equip YOU, as 
parents, to be investing in the 
spiritual growth of your children in 
their daily lives. TGPK has several 
resources, from take-home pages 
with suggested family activities, to an 
amazing app you can download that 
will give you access to the videos, 
scriptures, and activities that your 
children experience on Sundays and 
ways you can reinforce those truths 
throughout the week to be growing 
as a family! 

While we know that it is only 
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
that our kids’ hearts will be 
transformed, we believe that having a 
Christ-centered and fun way to 
present the gospel opens doors for 
them to experience Christ and learn to 
have a growing and personal 
relationship with him.
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Parent Resources
1. The Gospel Project for 
Kids Family App -
For only $3 each quarter ($12/
year) this app enables parents to 
reinforce each week’s Bible story 
at home. For each unit it includes a 
calendar filled with:
• Links to videos of the Bible 

story and Discussion Starters
• Key Passage songs
• Fun games

2. Weekly Activity Pages -
Each Sunday your child will receive 
an activity page that he/she uses 
during Kid’s Worship. Included on 
each page is a section for parents 
with:
• Summary of the Bible Story and 

Big Picture Question
• 2-3 Family Discussion Starters 

and 2 Suggested Family Activities 
for that week.

• Simple family activities

3. Family Resource Page -
On the ResKidz website we have a 
page of resources that we hope 
will support you in your role as 
spiritual shepherds of your family. 
There are various resources for 
parenting kids of all ages:
• Books
• Videos
• Blogs
• Articles
• Websites
Visit www.resbaltimore.org/
family-resources

Nursery Staffing Changes 
While we were so sad to see Colleen and Jen move on and leave their role as our 

faithful Nursery Staff, we are excited to introduce you to our new team of Nursery Staff!
Hannah Boyer and Marianne Kirchgessner originally came to us through the 

referral of a Res family. They have been serving as Childcare Staff for our Friday 
morning Bible Study this past year as well as at various events and services throughout 
the year including our Sunday services this Summer. The babies adore Hannah and 
Marianne because they are sweet and fun and always receive the kids by name and 
with a big smile.

Hannah Boyer is currently a student at Carroll Community College in their Paramedic 
program. She spends most of her time volunteering at a local fire department, and also 
works for a private ambulance company. She has been babysitting for 6 years now for 
various families, and has been in the Nursery at Res since the November 2014.

Marianne Kirchgessner was born and raised in Towson, MD. She is currently a 
social work student at UMBC, and will graduate May 2016. This year she will also be 
working with a school social worker at a Baltimore City charter school. She has many years 
of experience with young children as both a babysitter and nanny.

New ResKidz Assistant: Christel Smallman
Christel will be coming on board this year as we seek to continue provide a 

Christ-centered, fun and spiritually nourishing environment for our kids and their 
families. She has several years of experience working in Children’s Ministry and is going 
to be a huge asset to this ministry as she brings many gifts in both administration and 
discipling kids.

Christel moved to Baltimore in January 2015 with her husband Will and their two 
adorably sweet daughters, Geneva (8), and Maisie (5). 

A Word from Christel:
It was so difficult to end my time serving as our 
Brooklyn church’s Children’s Church Coordinator 
when we moved. So it was such a joy volunteering 
for Everest Adventure Camp. During that week I 
became so amazed at what God is doing at 
Resurrection and to see the children growing in 
their trust and love for Christ. I’m am thrilled and 
so grateful to be joining the children’s ministry staff 
and am excited to see what God has in store for 
the coming year!
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“Train a child in the 
way he should go, and 
when he is old he will 
not turn from it.”	

	
 - Proverbs 22:6

While using dry ice and dish soap to explain God’s 
comforting presence, or popping balloons filled with shaving 
cream to represent God’s power over our fears can be 
attention-grabbing and memorable ways to share the gospel 
with kids, what by far has the most meaningful and long-
lasting impact in the spiritual growth of our children are the 
relationships that they form. Being known and experiencing 
unconditional love softens a child’s heart to hear and receive 
Christ’s love in a way that no flashy lesson ever could.

Our desire is to provide opportunities for our kids to 
experience those kinds of relationships during their time 
here. That is why we are hoping to make the transition to a 
‘Small Group/Large Group’ format within our Kid’s Worship 
services on Sunday mornings at some point this year. 

By being grouped into smaller crews, by age, with a small 
group leader who knows them by name, we hope to be able to:

• Create space for kids to go deeper in their faith
• Build community where kids feel known and loved
• Provide a place for questions, doubts and answers

• Evoke confidence

Over the next several months we will be recruiting and 
training Small Group Leaders to work with our K-2nd 
graders and our 3rd-4th graders, with the hopes of making 
the transition to that model at the start of the new year. 
More details to come.

Please join us in praying that God raises up a dedicated and 
excited team of small group leaders who are passionate 
about investing in and discipling our kids.

If you would be interested in learning more about becoming a 
small group leader, please contact Claire Trainor at 
Claire@resbalt.org.

Building Relationships and Going Deeper 
Moving to a Small-Group Model in Kid’s Worship

Ben’s Crew: Ellie, Hayden, Storie & Morgan

Kristin & Annie

Volunteer Spotlight: Marj Beukema
My qualification for working with ResKidz as a volunteer: I am a mother of three (now 
grown) and a grandmother of nine (ages 4 to 19). That makes a dozen little bundles of 
energy, laughter, mischief, and countless “why” questions! 

When our own children were little, Sundays were my toughest day of the week. We all 
had to be up, fed, dressed and out the door at the same time! Being a mom with small 
children was when I had few opportunities to be quiet before the Lord; it was a time I 
truly needed to hear His voice. 

Now I miss those days of mothering. I am delighted when we can spend time with our 
grandchildren.  I look for ways to encourage our children in their parenting, and pray 
often for the young families at Res as they teach their little ones about Jesus.

So when Claire mentioned the need for help in the 3- and 4-year-old class, I said yes! I 
serve once every six weeks or so, and it is for just one service, not both. The lessons 
and activities are prepared ahead of time by Claire and her team, and it has been a lot of 
fun being part of this ministry. 

One day a few months ago, Claire gave out little chocolate Kisses as a reward for good 
behavior. It happened to be a hot day, and the children struggled a bit with taking the 
wrappers off. We washed sticky fingers and laughed at the mess. Imagine my surprise 
when our rector whispered to me later that morning that I had brushed up against 
something muddy (or worse). You guessed it—it was chocolate finger-painting along the 
back, right at 3-year-old level!

The best part of working with the little ones is remembering that Christ placed the 
highest value on them, citing them as examples for us all, and instructing us to bring 
them to Him. Can a four-year-old come to true faith? Oh yes. I am one who did!

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 -- Marj Beukema, Preschool Volunteer



Growing Spiritually as a Family: The Watsons

New Resource: The Big Picture Interactive Bible Storybook is an EXCELLENT resource for any 
parent who wants to help their child grow in their faith and love of God’s Word. 
Features of this app include:

• Parallels and reinforces the Sunday lessons your child is experiencing

• Gives you a fun and interactive way to encourage your child to be in God’s Word

• FREE Augmented Reality App literally brings the Bible to life!

• Versions to suit every child’s age & development (Toddler – Upper Elementary)

Visit the ResKidz Check-In Desk on Sunday to leaf through a copy of the different 
versions that are available.

It has been a true honor and pleasure assisting 
Claire by leading the Kids Worship this past year. Our 
lessons have taken us through many exciting bible 
stories and lessons, including memory verses and 
praise music. I especially loved watching the mixed 
ages interact as a family as older children became 
leaders and encouraged and included the younger 
ones. Special bonds were formed and reunited 
throughout the year. As we begin a new school year, 
all the anticipation of what goes with it, I encourage you to try two ideas that have 
worked well for spiritual growth over the past year for our family.

The first suggestion is to find a few minutes of time for a family 
devotional daily. For us it is the small window of time after the busy rush of the 
morning push to get out the door. So much to be done before you even turn the key 
into the ignition! When you finally have everyone strapped down in the car with the 
doors locked and no electronics to capture their attention, it then becomes the 
perfect time to read a family or kids devotional. We love Jesus Calling for Kids by 
Sarah Young. It lives on the center consul of my car right below the radio. You can’t 
miss it; it is literally calling you to read it. So now our daughter reads it out loud 
while I drive and then I follow up with a short discussion and prayer. It seems to just 
settle us all down, and realigns our focus on Jesus and what He might be speaking to 
our hearts that morning. A tiny sacred spot of time that we all preciously guard and 
that even caused the tempting convenient school bus to no longer have its charm as 
it wheels past out house.

The second suggestion is a Prayer Jar. It sits on the center of our kitchen 
table now. For the last four years I have been writing tiny little prayers on slips of 
paper and slipping them in the jar. The kids can add to the jar, but the only rule is 
once they have been answered you have to clip them together with a paper clip 
inside the jar. So when you peek in the jar in the center is a small growing stack of 
answered prayers with little unanswered prayers still waiting scattered around its 
edges. The good news is the clipped stack is growing, sometimes slowly, it has 
sometimes taken a few years and twists and turns for some of our prayers to be 
answered. A few get answered, but not in the way we hoped. And yet, still some are 
just quietly waiting. But they are all dated, and there is nothing more encouraging 
than to be reminded that “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen,” (Hebrews 11:1). So when we need encouragement, we just reach in a 
grab little miracles and remember how good our God truly is and just how powerful 
prayers truly are.

Prayerfully looking forward to another great year, -- Mary Dawson Watson

JOIN THE TEAM!
Would you consider investing in 
our children and helping us to 
share Christ with them by joining 
our team?

Small Group Leaders will:

• Serve at one service a month

• Facilitate a small group of either 
K-1st graders, 2nd-3rd graders, or 
4th-5th graders

• Lead kids in going deeper in their 
faith through easy-to-lead games 
and activities

 
INFORMATION 
SESSION: 
When: Sunday, Sept. 27 at 10:30am 

Where: Kid’s Worship Space

Come learn more about being a 
Small Group Leader and how you 
can be involved!

This newsletter is a publication of:

ResKidz Children’s & Family Ministry 
Church of the Resurrection 
11525 Greenspring Avenue 
Lutherville, MD 21093 
410-560-0456
resbaltimore.org/reskidz


