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Introduction

W

Kelli B. Trujillo
Editor

hat difference does it make that Jesus died upon the
cross? That he rose again? If you’re like me, you may be
quick to answer—for we know these answers well and
they are dear to us. Jesus paid the price for our sin. He dealt a victory
blow to death. He made the way for eternal life. But what difference
does the Cross make in our actual daily lives—in our relationships
or our work or our inner thoughts? In this CT devotional guide, we
explore not only what the Cross and the Resurrection have to say
theologically but also how they transform our here-and-now reality.
In the Cross, the work of Christ is completed (John 19:30)—but
for the Christian it is also mysteriously ongoing. We see this reflected
in Paul’s passionate declaration to the Philippians: “I want to know
Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation
in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection from the dead” (3:10–11). Paul is clear
that he has not “arrived,” as if this were a static goal, but rather that
this is an ongoing, dynamic process of knowing Christ more deeply,
living more fully in his power, participating in his suffering, and
becoming like him. What a powerful description of the very essence
of Christian spiritual formation.
The Cross changed everything on a cosmic scale, and it is also
continually changing everything for each of us on a personal scale.
The Cross shapes us, inviting and enabling us to become more like
Christ. I love how this commingling of theological truth and personal
transformation echoes within John Chrysostom’s great Easter sermon. May we each heed this call:
Partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy all the riches of His
goodness! Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal
kingdom has been revealed. Let no one mourn that he has
fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the
grave. Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Savior has
set us free. . . . Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! . . . To Him
be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen!
C H R I S T I A N I T Y T O D AY. C O M T H E C R O S S 2 0 2 0
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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE
Each article concludes with a suggested Scripture reading and questions to guide your
own prayer and contemplation of God’s Word. The Bible Study Guide (pp. 46–55)
contains 10 study sessions so you or your small group can dig more deeply into the
Scripture passages and ideas presented in each article.
This devotional guide is designed to be flexible; you can read through the articles
at your own pace during Lent, the Easter season, or as a 10-week study any time of
year. Alternately, you can use one of these suggested schedules:
L E N T : 8 -WEEK STUDY PLA N

H O LY WEEK: 10-DAY STU DY PLAN

This reading plan (which begins
the week of Ash Wednesday) aligns
with Lent and the beginning of
the Easter season.

This plan provides daily
readings centering on
Holy Week and Easter.

Week of February 23:
Centered on the Cross

April 5:
Centered on the Cross

Week of March 1:
The Cross and the Tomb Belong Together

April 6:
The Cross and the Tomb Belong Together

Week of March 8:
Teach Us How to Die

April 7:
Teach Us How to Die

Week of March 15:
Saintly and Sinful

April 8:
Saintly and Sinful

Week of March 22:
Free at Last

April 9:
Free at Last

Week of March 29:
Partners with Christ in His Suffering

April 10—Good Friday:
Partners with Christ in His Suffering

Week of April 5:
For Us

April 11—Holy Saturday:
For Us

April 10—Good Friday:
The Joyful Ministry of Reconciliation

April 12—Easter Sunday:
The Joyful Ministry of Reconciliation

April 11—Holy Saturday:
A Resurrection View

April 13:
A Resurrection View

April 12—Easter Sunday:
Loving to the End

April 14:
Loving to the End
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For I resolved to know nothing
while I was with you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified.
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Centered on the Cross

Why the Crucifixion is the core of our theology—and our lives.
Fred Sanders

IMAGE: MAICA / GETTY

T

he cross of Christ is the center of salvation. It is the crucial point,
the place of convergence where everything about the gospel comes
together. If you interrogate Christian faith and ask, “In one word, how
does God save sinners?” the response of a healthy faith will be instantly and
confidently to pick out the Cross.
Of course a healthy faith will also ask, “Please, may I have more words
than one?” The Cross is meaningfully central only when it is recognized as
the center of something vaster. Salvation in seven terms might include, along
with the Cross, the Incarnation, the Resurrection, and the Ascension, not to
mention the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Salvation in 20 words could
be explicit about even more ideas that are presupposed in a shorter answer.
O for a thousand words to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, to paraphrase
Charles Wesley! Christian faith is fluent and eloquent when it comes to
salvation; speaking as a theologian, I would love to tell you about salvation
in as many words as you will permit me. But just as strong as the impulse to
elaborate on the greatness of God in the work of salvation is the impulse to
condense the whole message to the key point.
Yet the condensed statement is always meant to call to mind the larger
reality. Whenever we say anything about the Cross, we are almost always using
a figure of speech called metonymy. A word functions as a metonym when we
use it to refer to something else, usually something larger to which it is closely
related. When Paul says he boasts only “in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal.
6:14), he is using one thing (a large, wooden object used for executions) to
refer to something else: the death of Jesus and its effect in reconciling us to
God. Similarly, when Christians sing songs about the wooden object itself, we
are well aware that what we cherish is not just “the old rugged cross” as such,

7
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but the Son of God who used that cross in his work of seeking and saving. The
Cross means Christ crucified. All of this flashes across the Christian mind in
an instant when the Cross is mentioned.
Now think vaster: When we speak of Christ crucified, something else also
flashes across the Christian mind: the presence of Christ risen and ascended,
in whose almighty presence I am writing these words and you are reading
them. The One who says, “I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and
ever!” (Rev. 1:18). And behind that risen One is the infinite depth of his eternal
personhood as the Son of the Father in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit in the
perfect life of the blessed Trinity. All of this is implicit in what Christians say
about the death of Jesus. We never mean just the
WHEN YOU RECEIVE
death of Christ in an isolated way, as if it were cut
THE GOOD NEWS
off from his entire life, his preexistence and exalTHAT JESUS DIED
tation, or the Father and Holy Spirit with whom he
indivisibly accomplished our salvation.
FOR YOU, THE
RESULT IS LIKE
The apostle Paul knew this. When he said he
DROPPING A ROCK
“resolved to know nothing . . . except Jesus Christ
IN A SMOOTH POND:
and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2), he meant he was
THE RIPPLES
focusing on the central point, not that he was
RADIATE OUTWARD
ignoring the Resurrection or the Holy Spirit (both
TO THE FARTHEST
of which he goes on to say much about in 1 CorinEDGES OF REALITY.
thians). But Paul leads with the Cross: “For what I
received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3). Paul
started his world-changing message with the Cross and centered his lifetransforming message on the Cross. He knew how to indicate the total reality
of God’s salvation, but he also knew how to focus.
The early church knew it. The Apostles’ Creed tells a very short version
of the life of Jesus, jumping straight from “born of the Virgin Mary” over 33
years of life to the final days: “He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.” For a short creed, that is a lot
of emphasis to put in one place. Yet this focus on Jesus’ death falls right in the
middle of a creed that teaches the full counsel of the Trinity and of God’s work
from Creation to “the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” The
creed has the Cross at its center but all things at its circumference.
Charles Wesley knew it. His hymn “And Can It Be” rivets our attention
on the sacrificial death of Christ: “How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst
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die for me?” But that astonishing death in the foreground has an entire world
of doctrine as its background, from the immortal Son who, out of free and
infinite grace, “left his Father’s throne above,” to glorified believers “clothed
in righteousness divine” and approaching “th’eternal throne.” This is a hymn
about the death of Christ that somehow also celebrates all the works and ways
of God and invokes God himself.
Paul knew it, the early church knew it, Wesley knew it, and we know it
today. Recognizing the centrality of the Cross is not just an exercise in precisely calibrating our doctrinal emphases or of taking care to be theologically
correct. It is a matter of deep, spiritual reality.
The centrality of the Cross changes everything. When you receive the
Good News that Jesus died for you, the result is like dropping a rock in a
smooth pond: The ripples radiate outward to the farthest edges of reality. It
is the death of Christ that enables us to die to ourselves. It is his death that justifies us before God’s
THE CREED HAS THE
perfect righteousness, that sets us free, that gives
CROSS AT ITS CENTER
us courage to face persecution. The community
BUT ALL THINGS AT
centered on the Cross is a great company of people
ITS CIRCUMFERENCE.
reconciled to God and each other through the
Cross. People centered on the Cross know how to die, learn how to live, and
love like they’ve been forever changed by the love they’ve received.
This is the open secret of how Christians attend to the death of Christ.
All through the season leading up to Easter, we get a series of reminders of the
Crucifixion, and we all know that it means more. The Cross reminds us of the
entire sweep of salvation, and the sweep of salvation reminds us of the infinite
love of God. When we see the cross, we recognize instantly that it stands for
the death of Jesus, which stands in the center of the perfect incarnate life and
glorious resurrection of the eternal Son of the almighty Father. It’s never the
Cross by itself but the Cross as the center. Christian faith knows this: It knows
to emphasize the Cross. But emphasizing it means lifting it up for special
notice, never isolating it.

CONTEMPLATE Galatians 6:14 and 1 Corinthians 2:1–2. Why do you think Paul
placed such passionate emphasis on the Cross? In your view, what does it mean for
the Cross to be at the center of our theology? Of our lives?

9
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If Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless
and so is your faith.
1 CO RINT HIANS 15:14
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The Cross and the Tomb
Belong Together
The gospel is about much more than personal sin management.
Kelly M. Kapic

IMAGE: JH OAN RIVAS / E YE E M / GET TY

S

itting across the table from me, he picks up a crumpled napkin. Amid our
lively conversation, my friend—who is a pastor—explains his sermon
preparation. Flattening out the napkin, he writes an X in one corner
to represent the biblical text. Then he draws a giant cross in the middle of
the square. Finally he adds an arrow moving from the X to and through the
cross. Whether preaching from Ecclesiastes or Philemon, he explains, “after
I sit with a text for a while, I always ask, how does the Cross relate to this?”
The napkin cross is a fruitful approach to sermon-writing. If the Cross
is the focal point of Christ’s life and work, then interpreting a text through
that focus seems like a good idea. Here we see the love of the Father at work,
forgiving our sins and reconciling us to himself. The apostle Paul tells us that
he preaches only Christ and him crucified (1 Cor. 2:1–2). So, we’re good, right?
If we have the Cross, what could possibly be missing?
This Cross-centered viewpoint shows us a lot—but it doesn’t go far
enough. The New Testament doesn’t end its account of Jesus’ work with a
description of his burial. Instead, it makes quite a big deal of Easter. Limiting
our interpretations to the Cross is like a golf swing with no follow-through:
The ball doesn’t get where it is meant to go.
Let me be clear: I’m not asking for less than the Cross; I am asking for
more. There needs to be a second image on the napkin. I don’t want the cross
erased, but I want an empty tomb added.
Clearly, North American evangelical Christians have not stopped believing in Christ’s resurrection, but I wonder if we really appreciate its abiding
significance. The Resurrection is not just for those who have died but for those
of us who are still alive. Problems arise when we downplay, or even fail to
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grasp, the meaning of the Resurrection. For Paul, if we are to understand the
beauty of the gospel, the Cross and Resurrection belong together (1 Cor. 15:14).
By leaving out the empty tomb, our understanding of the Cross itself
becomes distorted. It opens the door to seeing forgiveness of personal sin
as the only element of the gospel. It can lead us to believe that eradicating
private sin is the only activity of our lives. This Resurrection-less understanding creates a story much too small for us to live in. It leaves Jesus in the
past, on the cross, at a distance of thousands of
EVANGELICAL
miles (from North America) and 20 centuries. It
becomes too easy for us to conclude, “There was
OBEDIENCE IS NOT
a problem. He fixed it. Now it’s up to us to set our
ABOUT EARNING
GOD’S FAVOR BUT
lives straight.” This leaves the activity of grace in
ABOUT LIVING IN IT
the past, as if Jesus stocked a medicine cabinet
THROUGH THE
two millennia ago and now we have to find the
PRESENT POWER
right bottle for our newest ailment.
OF CHRIST’S
Drawing an empty tomb on the napkin
RESURRECTION.
is meant to remind us not simply of a second
historical event but also of a present reality: The
risen Christ is Lord of heaven and earth. He is present with us by his Spirit,
empowering and reshaping our lives. Christ has united us with himself so that
we have been raised up with him and have been seated at the right hand of God
(Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1). Gratitude—while needed and wonderful—is not enough.
Forgiveness of sins is not enough to empower the Christian life. Following
Jesus faithfully requires his own power at work in us, and this we have. The
Resurrection demonstrates that he is present and he is Lord.
If our understanding of the Good News is restricted to proclaiming that
he removes our sin (which is gloriously true), then we risk reducing Jesus to a
formula and a method for countering sin. But Jesus is not merely the solution
to an accounting problem. The gospel is, chiefly and primarily, the news that
Jesus is Lord (and consequently Caesar, in whatever political form, is not),
that he is the Savior who rescues his people, that he reigns over heaven and
earth (Acts 2:32–36). The King and his kingdom are here.
The risen King pulls every aspect of the Christian life into alignment with
him. He is the Lord of the Sabbath and Lord of Monday through Saturday.
Thus, Christians are interested not simply in ceasing to do “bad” things but
also in experiencing the full fruit-bearing life instructed and empowered by
the Spirit of Christ.

12
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The Puritan John Owen sometimes spoke of an “evangelical holiness,”
tying together what others tended to separate: the Good News and Christian
obedience. We often cringe when we hear the word obedience. But God is not
interested in creating an arbitrary list of rules for us to follow in order to
prove our endurance or commitment. Christian obedience is about love: The
commandments give an outline, a framework for the love of God and neighbor.
Evangelical obedience is not about earning God’s favor but about living
in it through the present power of Christ’s resurrection. The Christian life is
shaped like a cross and liberated like an empty tomb. Not only does it take the
danger and distortions of sin seriously, but it also takes grace and forgiveness
seriously. It is animated by the gift of God’s love so that we might become
channels of God’s transforming love through us.
Our radically individualistic culture can easily reduce the gospel to
sin-management therapy, concentrating on external behavior modification
and internal psychological changes. We feel caught in a cycle of sinning,
repenting, finding forgiveness, and then looking for ways to deal with the
feelings of guilt and shame.
The presence of the risen Christ gets us out of our own heads in at least
two ways. First, the habit of looking to him becomes a means of his grace
that transforms us in the patterns of thought and life. Second, he leads us
to minister to the people around us, giving us words of grace to speak into
their lives, to comfort those who mourn, to seek the good of our wounded
neighbors. This is the power of his resurrection life in us.
Some Christians point to an empty cross as the full story, but the cross
was empty when Christ’s followers took his dead body to that dark cave. That
was not the end of the story. It is the cross and the resplendent, empty tomb,
culminating in the Ascension, that show the full journey of our faith. By this
work, in which God established his Christ as the Lord of heaven and earth,
we have the foundation, power, and freedom for living and flourishing. He
gives us joy in life, for he has given us himself for then, for now, and for always.
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
A longer version of this article, titled “Is the Cross Enough?” was published in the April 2019 issue of Christianity Today.

READ Acts 2:23–24, 32–36 and reflect on Peter’s words about the Resurrection as
he declared the gospel on Pentecost. What implications of the Resurrection did he
emphasize? How do these realities impact you personally?
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Teach Us How to Die

We find true life only in the death of Christ—and death to self.
Rachel Gilson

IMAGE: BEAT RIX BOROS / STOC KSY

W

e’re dead either way. The grace is that we get to choose which death
we die. Scripture is clear: Before Christ comes into our lives, we’re
dead in our trespasses, even while we live (Eph. 2:1–3). We’re not
injured, not dirty, but dead. It’s offensive, for we can be so proud of the lives
we construct. I know I was.
Yet even without the Bible telling us so, sometimes we can suspect that
what we’re experiencing is death-life—that there must be more. Desperate
activity and disappointment creep into the corners of our lives like clouds of
mustard gas, reeking of mortality. We exhaust ourselves trying to gain or prove
or establish, sometimes finally giving up.
Perhaps some of us are indeed chasing righteousness, hoping it will bring
life. More likely, we’re addicted to something else that promises the same:
CrossFit, essential oils, or something garden variety like money, sex, or a particular relationship that’s captured our attention. We 21st-century Westerners
love self-improvement, ever seeking the next upgrade for our lives and selves.
We believe in it; we deeply believe in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Before knowing Christ, I wanted to live—the verb’s meaning emphatic,
hard to pin down, something more than merely existing. Perhaps I could sense
the death I was living in without being bold enough to name it. Passionately,
purposefully, I sought to grab life by the shoulders. Yet I was only half right (that
most seductive kind of wrong). I did need to live. But to get there, I needed to die.
Jesus knew we needed to die before we were ever born, and he provided
the means for that in dying for us. That’s the gift. Look at how Paul framed it
in Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Paul spoke here in metaphor
that isn’t really metaphor. Paul was not literally on Jesus’ cross with him

15
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that Good Friday. But Jesus’ death in literal history was just as much Paul’s
crucifixion as it was the Lord’s.
In an inverted way, it mimics how Eve and Adam didn’t physically drop
dead when the fruit hit their tongues, though they died all the same. And
not only that, but we died too in Adam’s death (Rom. 5:12–18; 1 Cor. 15:22)!
This is the source of our death-life. We weren’t there when our first
parents ate the fruit. Yet our continued pattern
IF THE OLD ME
is to act just as they did, eagerly, with the same
STAYS ALIVE,
deadly results. We’ve got their moral DNA, their
AWAITING A COSMIC
terminal disease.
But Jesus came to offer a death to undo that
SELF-IMPROVEMENT
death. For us, as for him, the only way forward is
PROJECT, I NEVER
ESCAPE HELL.
through. Because Adam’s death has claimed us, we
INSTEAD, I LIVE IT.
must, like Paul, fully abandon ourselves to Christ’s
JESUS CAME TO
death as well. Paul could have hardly been more
GIVE US MORE.
emphatic: He was crucified, and he no longer lived.
A crucified man can languish for hours, but his fate
is sure. Nailed in place, it’s done.
We, too, need to fully identify with this death to self. If we posture
ourselves as if all we need is a little scrubbing up, we’re deluded. We need
so much more than an upgrade. Programs to make us smarter, fitter, or
even more morally excellent all ultimately fail to bring us the life we need.
We’re simply too corrupted, image-bearers though we are.
If the old me stays alive, awaiting a cosmic self-improvement project,
I never escape hell. Instead, I live it. Jesus came to give us more.
Right after Galatians 2:20, Paul declares in verse 21, “if righteousness
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” He was writing to
a people who thought they could get to life through the law, walking again
that minefield of half right. God’s law is perfect, such that to keep it would
bring someone life! But the other half of the truth falls like a guillotine’s
blade: We can’t.
Today we console ourselves with “Nobody’s perfect.” Yet we still live
as if we can achieve life ourselves—yes, even as Christians. Friends, if this
were possible without Christ’s death, he wouldn’t have had to come to
die. We must remember how he pleaded in the garden, “My Father, if it be
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possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will” (Matt. 26:39, ESV).
It was not possible, and Christ drank the bitter fullness of that cup
until it was as dry as the bones that filled Ezekiel’s visionary valley. But if
we allow ourselves to die with Christ, to be crucified with him, we will, like
that army, find sinews, flesh, and the breath of life added to us.
Isn’t this just what Jesus preached as he
wound his path slowly toward Gethsemane,
CHRIST DRANK THE
toward Calvary? In the chapter after Christ
BITTER FULLNESS OF
called Lazarus out of his tomb, he spoke this
THAT CUP UNTIL IT
to his disciples: “Very truly I tell you, unless
WAS AS DRY AS THE
a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
BONES THAT FILLED
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it
EZEKIEL’S
produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their
VISIONARY VALLEY.
life will lose it, while anyone who hates their
BUT IF WE ALLOW
life in this world will keep it for eternal life”
OURSELVES TO DIE
(John 12:24–25).
WITH CHRIST, TO BE
If we know him, we know these words.
CRUCIFIED WITH
But see how John leads us into them: “Jesus
HIM, WE WILL, LIKE
replied, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man
THAT ARMY, FIND
to be glorified’ ” (v. 23). There is always a direct
SINEWS, FLESH, AND
connection between his death and ours.
THE BREATH OF LIFE
Christian, what joy that his death secures
ADDED TO US.
yours! Now no failure can condemn you, for all
is forgiven through that death. Now no temptation can own you “because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin” (Rom. 6:7). Now no accusation can stick to you—even the true ones—for “we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37).
Lord, teach us how to die.

READ Galatians
Galatians2:20,
2:20;2 2
Corinthians
Corinthians
5:15,
5:15;
andand
Colossians
Colossians
3:3. 3:3.
HowHow
do these
do these
passages
paschallenge
sages convict
you?orWhat
challenge
mightyou?
it look
Pray,
likeconsidering
for you to more
what fully
it might
identify
look with
like for
thisyou
death
to
to
more
self?
fully surrender your will to Christ and die to self.
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For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and all
Iare
have
been
Christ
justifi
edcrucifi
freelyed
bywith
his grace
and
I
no
longer
live,
but
Christ
through the redemption that
lives came
in me.by
The
life IJesus.
now live in
Christ
the body, I live by faith in the Son
RO MA NS 3:23–24
of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.

IMAGE: HERO I MAG ES / GETTY

GALAT IANS 2:20

LentDevo_20.indd 18

1/2/20 8:30 AM

4

Saintly and Sinful

We are justified by his grace—and called to extend that grace to others.
Nana Dolce
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F

olks will use and abuse you if you let them. Statements like this were
common in my childhood home. I grew up in a family that kept to itself.
Our relationships with outsiders were mainly casual; we children were
cautioned against anything deeper. People will take more than they give and
might even reject you in the end, we learned. Be friendly, but always maintain
some distance.
Today, as an adult, I’m part of a new family: the church. I belong with
brothers and sisters that I’m called to love and honor above myself. Yet the
deeply ingrained childhood lessons repeat and, at times, appear to ring true:
People are takers, and loving them demands more than I have or care to give.
Unfortunately, living in Christian community sometimes corroborates
these old messages. There are needy members within the household of faith.
These people take up space in my thoughts, my phone, and the chairs around
my kitchen table. From my perspective, I’m constantly checking on, meeting
with, praying for, forgiving, encouraging, challenging, and feeding people whose
responses don’t always deliver the fruit I want for my labor. I’ve poured time and
resources into people whose affections for me (or for Christ) have grown cold.
Some have misjudged my intentions toward them, some have made damaging
faith decisions, and others battle yet continue to lose to the same unrelenting
sins. I’ve left small-group meetings and church services feeling discouraged
and fighting a desire to pull away. Perhaps I can be friendly at a distance? Maybe
you’ve asked yourself the same question.
Loving your neighbor as yourself is a hard practice. We talk of the polarization of the broader American church—congregations across the country that
are divided by faith, creed, color, and politics. Yet many of us are disconnected
from people who are not across the country but across the pew. The command
to love and serve—not merely tolerate—each other requires more commitment
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and sacrifice than we care to give, and so we do the polite minimum from afar.
The seasons of Lent and Easter bring thoughts of surrender and sacrifice.
This year, as I consider the ultimate act of self-giving—the one that won my
justification—I’m surprised to find it speaking to this heart that struggles to
love and serve others.
We typically think of justification in personal rather than communal terms.
After all, the doctrine deals with our individual position before God. The apostle Paul says in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” Each of us is a lawbreaker standing before a just Judge whose expressed
commands we do not and cannot keep on our own.
MANY OF US ARE
To abide with this Judge, we need a righteousness
granted apart from our keeping of the law.
DISCONNECTED
Amazingly, Paul’s bad news is followed by the
FROM PEOPLE WHO
ARE NOT ACROSS
greatest news ever: All who believe “are justified
THE COUNTRY BUT
freely by his grace through the redemption that
ACROSS THE PEW.
came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of
his blood” (3:24–25). The Judge doesn’t sweep away our sins, but he sent his
Son to satisfy the demands of our redemption. Jesus lived sinlessly (crediting
his active obedience to us); he died on the cross (paying the debt of our sins)
and “was raised to life for our justification” (4:25). Those who trust in him are
pronounced righteous and forgiven by virtue of his life, death, and resurrection.
The Judge is our Justifier (3:26)! He earned our reconciliation with God,
and we no longer stand at a distance. On the contrary, we are encouraged to
draw near—not to be condemned, but to receive mercy and grace “to help us in
our time of need” (Heb. 4:16). We are welcomed before God as beloved children,
for the Son shares with us all that he is and has.
This Easter season, as we celebrate the personal benefits of our justification, may that worship also warm our hearts toward Scripture’s imperatives
to love as we have been loved. May it draw us into deeper reflection upon the
extent of Christ’s sacrifice for us—and what that means for our relationships
with others. Ephesians 5:1–2 urges us: “Follow God’s example, therefore, as
dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us.” Friends, we are called to be imitators of the One who
loved us unto death.
Yes, justification deals with our individual standing before God, but the
basis of our justification—Christ’s work—demonstrates incredible self-denial
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for the sake of another. Our justification came at a high price for Jesus. He
entered a broken humanity, people alienated from God and each other. Beyond
the physical pain of the Cross, he suffered the humiliation of moving close to a
people who take freely from him on the one hand and reject him on the other.
In Knowing God, J. I. Packer calls Christ’s coming “a great act of condescension and self-humbling.” For the sake of our atonement, God the Son descended
to take on humanity. He was made like us in every way but sinfulness (Heb. 2:17;
4:15). He submitted to the limits of flesh as Mary’s vulnerable infant. The One for
whom all things were created became a poor servant. Christ—the righteousness
of God—dwelled with people who accused him of sin. He gave himself to their
hands and was betrayed, tried, beaten, spat upon, and stripped naked. Jesus’
great act of condescension culminated on a cross. There, he humbled himself
to the point of death (Phil. 2:6–8). Our Justifier became sin “so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Justification impacts us in many ways, but one crucial implication of our
justification is righteousness lived in loving community. We “are justified freely
by his grace” and are called to extend that same grace to those across the pew.
Christ suffered, rose, and ascended to the Father, leaving behind a believing
people whom Martin Luther called simul justus et peccator—“at the same time
just and sinner.”
We are declared righteous in Christ and are empowered by his Spirit to live
righteously, yet “the evil [we] do not want to do—this [we] keep on doing” (Rom.
7:19). We are simultaneously saintly and sinful. We share union in Christ, yet
our relationships are easily broken. We open our doors for gracious fellowship
but quickly shut our hearts when misunderstood. We are compelled to love and
serve sacrificially but often find ourselves staying at arm’s length.
Brothers and sisters, may we remember “the Son of Man [who] did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matt.
20:28). He doesn’t stand at a distance but is ever drawing us closer to himself
and to each other. It is he who calls us to outdo one another in showing love.
So let his voice rise above those who tell us that we don’t have enough to give
our all—especially when Jesus stands near to give more grace and help than
we could ever receive.

READ Romans 3:22–26 and 12:9–10 together. As you deeply reflect on your justification, how does it shape and challenge your love and service toward others?
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It is for freedom that Christ has
set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery.
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Free at Last

The nature of sin is bondage. The nature of the gospel is liberty.
Anthony J. Carter
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he United States of America is built upon the ideal of freedom. Though
it has not always lived up to the true meaning of its creed, the great
struggle in the conscience of America has been the struggle for freedom. On March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry spoke the immortal words in defense
of freedom and the American Revolution: “Give me liberty or give me death!”
For Henry, it was liberty or death. For Jesus Christ, it was liberty by death. The
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ set us free. Yet, as all Americans know,
freedom is not free. This is never truer than of the freedom we have in Jesus.
The Good News of the gospel is that Jesus died and rose again so we
would be free from sin. Sin is a power that enslaves. From the beginning, the
sin of Adam and Eve became the sin of all (Rom. 5:12). Consequently, being
born in Adam is being born in bondage to sin. This is much like the great evil
of human slavery we see in our history; one of the tragedies of the American
slave system was that children born to slaves were slaves as well. But Christ
broke the curse of sin in Adam and thus set the children of Adam free (v. 19).
No longer slaves to sin, but now slaves to righteousness. No longer bound
by the yoke of bondage, but now free in Christ. Nevertheless, that freedom
is always under attack.
Following the Emancipation Proclamation and the formal end of slavery
in the United States, there came a new kind of slavery, namely the oppression
of Jim Crow laws. In some regards, this was more insidious and demeaning
than the first. It gave the impression of freedom, yet it systematically and
institutionally kept black Americans in bondage. This new slave system was
not formal bondage, but it was oppression and bondage nonetheless and,
as such, needed to be broken. Similarly, when a person has been set free
from the penalty of sin through the cross of Christ, often that person may
remain in bondage to the guilt and shame of his or her sin. The Cross sets
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us free from both slavery to sin and its guilt. This is where the promise and
pronouncement of Romans 8:1 is critical to the Christian life. Anyone who
is in Christ Jesus is no longer under condemnation for sins committed. In
other words, Jesus not only paid the debt but also carried the guilt and shame
often associated with it.
Guilt is one of the Devil’s most-utilized weapons against the Christian.
Because sin yet remains in our lives and many live with daily struggles to
overcome it, the Enemy of our souls often seeks
IF THE ENEMY CAN GET
to convince us to doubt the efficacy of God’s grace
YOU TO DESPAIR AND
and the assurance of his mercy. He knows feelings
TO WALLOW IN YOUR
of guilt and shame can be overwhelming and
FAILURES, HE CAN
can lead to despair. If the Enemy can get you to
KEEP YOU FROM
despair and to wallow in your failures, he can keep
LIVING IN THE
you from living in the freedom Christ secured
FREEDOM CHRIST
for you on the cross. And thus, he can bind you
SECURED FOR YOU
in a new kind of slavery—daily living below the
ON THE CROSS.
dignity of your freedom in Christ and the joy of
your salvation.
Yet Christ would have us remember that he put an end to all condemnation for sins past, present, and future. As the Bible asks and answers, “Who
will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who
justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and
is also interceding for us” (Rom. 8:33–34).
The Irish hymn writer Charitie Lees Bancroft said it well:
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look, and see him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
The work of Christ sets us free from sin and guilt in the past so we can live
free today. This freedom is complete and demands we proclaim it.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech ends on an
emphatic and unforgettable note. He reminds the nation that his dream was
for a day when all peoples—regardless of race, gender, color, or creed—would
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be able to sing together, “Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we
are free at last!” The apostle Paul used a similar tone when he wrote to the
Galatians; he wanted them to hear him loud and clear: Free at last! Free at
last! Because of the cross of Christ, we are free at last!
There may not be a more emphatic statement in all the inspired writings
of the apostle Paul: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery” (Gal.
5:1). If the nature of sin is bondage, the nature of the gospel is liberty. Christ
died to free his people from the bondage of slavery to sin (Rom. 8:2). When
Paul wrote to the Christians in Galatia to emphasize again the extent of the
freedom they had in Christ, the wording he chose drove home the importance
of living as freedmen—free from the condemnation of the law, free from the
guilt of sin, free to worship and live for our Lord Jesus Christ. Never before
have men and women been so free. And never need they be in bondage again.
Consequently, of all the people in the world, Christians should be first
and foremost in the cry for freedom. The gospel
demands it. Our deliverance from bondage to
THE WORK OF CHRIST
sin is a theological truth that should bear the
SETS US FREE FROM
practical fruit of freedom from all kinds of human
SIN AND GUILT IN THE
bondage. Human trafficking and slavery are
PAST SO WE CAN LIVE
incompatible with the gospel, as is the bondage of
FREE TODAY. THIS
physical and emotional abuse. Because we preach
FREEDOM IS COMPLETE
the gospel of freedom from sin, we also preach
AND DEMANDS WE
freedom to live free. As Christians, we are free
PROCLAIM IT.
to live and love in Christ. And as ambassadors of
Christ (2 Cor. 5:20), we are called to help others do the same.
Therefore, to preach the gospel is to preach men and women free. Though
this freedom can primarily be understood in terms of our relationship with
God and our freedom from sin and guilt, it also touches our human relationships as we seek freedom for others. For “if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed” (John 8:36).

CONTEMPLATE Romans 8:1–2, 33–34; Galatians 5:1; and John 8:34–36. Reflect
on the nature of Christian freedom. How do you live within this freedom? How might
God be leading you to more fully walk in liberty?
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Do not be surprised at the fiery
ordeal that has come on you to test
you, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice
inasmuch as you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
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Partners with Christ
in His Suffering

Following our crucified Lord means willingly following him into persecution.
Sunday Bobai Agang
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hristians being persecuted for their faith is a daily reality in contemporary Nigeria. I live in a community where Christians are discriminated
against and denied our rights to development, good infrastructure,
stable jobs, education, and so on. We also face the danger of being attacked
by our Muslim neighbors. I still live with the traumatic memory of the death
of my dear cousin who pastored a church in the city of Kaduna. During the
religious crises in Kaduna, he was killed in the presence of two of his children.
Christian farmers, in particular, face persecution as Muslim herdsmen
migrate into our region and seek to overtake our ancestral land. Guerrilla
warfare and raiding tactics are often used to chase rural Christians out of
their farmlands. In many cases, herdsmen release their cows to graze on a
Christian’s farmland, destroying the farmer’s crops and livelihood. Last year,
Zinnia (a pseudonym)—a Christian mother of four who was the breadwinner
for her impoverished family—lost four hectares of crops in this manner. Her
fields were so destroyed that Zinnia could not harvest a single grain. Zinnia
felt she wouldn’t be given a fair hearing and that seeking legal justice could
instigate more raids against her community. So she decided not to take the case
to court. Her family endured this tragic loss because of their faith in Christ.
Experiences like Zinnia’s are shared by many Christians here.
Faith in Christ does not shield us from suffering or pain. In fact, Scripture
assures us that our faith in Jesus will often bring suffering. As the apostle
Peter wrote, “Don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as
if something strange were happening to you. Instead, be very glad—for these
trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have the
wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world” (1 Pet.
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4:12–13, NLT). Our natural instinct is to avoid pain, yet when Jesus foretold
his crucifixion, he linked his suffering directly to our discipleship: “The Son
of Man must suffer many things . . . and he must be killed and on the third day
be raised to life. . . . Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:22–23).
Jesus wants our idea of suffering and pain to be transformed to such
an extent that we begin to see it as a positive way of life. Our human view
of happiness as the absence of suffering, sorrow, and pain must give way to
Christ’s perspective. “Unlike the Christian symbol of today, Jesus’ first hearers
knew the cross only as the ultimate instrument of torture, humiliation, and
suffering. Following Jesus means denying ourselves and allowing Christ to
work in both blessings and trials. It means choosing to desire whatever Christ
desires. It means bearing suffering and persecution from the world like Jesus
did,” the Africa Study Bible notes. “People who believe that Christians should
enjoy life on earth free from suffering or persecution of any kind do not fully
understand what it means to be a follower of Jesus.”
To follow our crucified Lord means to willingly follow him into mistreatment, rejection, and suffering. “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it
hated me first,” Jesus told his disciples (John 15:18). He also said, “You will
be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all
nations because of me” (Matt. 24:9). Jesus willingly and resolutely absorbed
mistreatment and suffering in his ministry and on the cross. By calling us to
take up our cross daily, Jesus wants us to recognize the significance of suffering
in our walk with him. If Jesus suffered, leaving us an example to follow, it then
is a serious spiritual shortcoming if we try to ignore or reject suffering. In fact,
our knowledge of Christ will be incomplete if we aren’t willing to experience
suffering. Consider what Paul said: “I want to know Christ . . . I want to suffer
with him, sharing in his death” (Phil. 3:10, NLT). There is a unique knowledge
of Christ that we can gain only as we walk through times of suffering.
To have a testimony in this life requires the willingness to face pain and
persecution. For some, this means enduring severe hardship, trauma, violence,
and even death. For others, this means enduring milder forms of mistreatment, such as being mocked, misunderstood, or ostracized. But whatever our
context, if we don’t cultivate a willingness to suffer with and for the Lord, it is
impossible to please God. And without a knowledge of the place of suffering
in God’s eternal plan, we’ll be unable to endure that suffering.
If we see suffering only as a terrible thing that we must resist or avoid,
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we fail to grasp its significance. Suffering is meant to help us find the secret
of real joy and true happiness—the kind that can be attained only through
persecution. Suffering exposes our vulnerability but also causes us to dare
greatly. In this sense, suffering can be an expression of God’s love—a method
of pruning, refining, and purifying us. And Jesus—the Son of the Father of
all creation, God’s Chosen One—has majestically displayed the significance
of suffering by taking away its pains, curses, and shame and replacing them
with blessings, honor, and eternal glory! What
Christ has done on the cross can transform
IF JESUS SUFFERED,
our perception of human suffering into a rich
LEAVING US AN
experience with far-reaching implications for
EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW,
this life and the life to come.
IT THEN IS A
Of course this does not mean we aren’t hurt,
SERIOUS SPIRITUAL
wounded, or traumatized by persecution. But
SHORTCOMING IF WE
it does mean we find resilient hope and joy in
TRY TO IGNORE OR
God’s eternal plan. As one Nigerian Christian
REJECT SUFFERING.
expressed, “Believers should be hopeful that
one day all suffering, persecution, [and] killing by Fulani jihadists [and] Boko
Haram will become just a past story.” God allows us to suffer, in part because
true suffering prepares us to experience eternal, divine joy.
We find a strange happiness as we grow in our willingness to suffer for the
Lord: Somehow we are mysteriously participating in the sufferings of Christ.
If we are insulted for our faith, we are blessed as “the Spirit of glory and of
God rests on [us]” (1 Pet. 4:14). If we suffer for Christ, we can praise God for
the privilege to bear his name (vv. 12–19). When we share in his sufferings, we
know we will also share in his glory (Rom. 8:17–18).
When Zinnia told me about her ordeal, she was happy that she was persecuted because of her faith in Christ. She told me that what happened made
her faith even stronger. She was determined to serve Christ, come what may.
There can, indeed, be joy in suffering—when we know that it is for Christ’s sake
we are being persecuted. It gives us a perfect opportunity not only to read or
know about the suffering of Christ but also to participate in it.

CONTEMPLATE Luke 9:22–23 and 1 Peter 4:12–19. How do these passages speak
afresh to your understanding of discipleship? Pray, reflecting on your willingness to
suffer persecution because of your faith in Christ.
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You were slain, and by your blood
you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language
and people and nation, and you
have made them a kingdom and
priests to our God.
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For Us

At the cross, we find the remedy for our isolation and individualism.
Jeremy R. Treat
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s the surgeon general of the United States, Vivek Murthy encountered a variety of medical problems throughout his career. Yet,
when reflecting on his time as a doctor in an article in the Harvard
Business Review, Murthy claimed, “During my years caring for patients, the
most common pathology I saw was not heart disease or diabetes, it was loneliness.” Murthy in fact says our society today is experiencing a “loneliness
epidemic,” which most can identify with based not on years of research but
on their own personal experience.
How can our longings for relational intimacy be satisfied? The digital age
has led not to deep relationships but to shallow connectedness. Contemporary pop spirituality attempts to fill the void, but a me-centered spirituality
based on preference does not end up producing authentic community. Has
the church been able to fill this void? Unfortunately, much of American
Christianity reflects the individualism of our age, with the church seen as a
dispenser of spiritual goods that exists to prop up “my relationship with God.”
If our longing for community is to be satisfied, we must look to the most
unlikely person: a man who never married, was abandoned by his closest
friends, and died one of the loneliest and most shameful deaths imaginable.
The atoning death of Christ on the cross is the answer to our isolation because
it creates a community bound together by something stronger than DNA.
Jesus died for our sins, but his death accomplished much more than individual forgiveness. Through the blood of Christ we are saved into the church,
adopted into a family, and rescued into the kingdom. Just as Christ’s cross
had a vertical and horizontal beam, the sacrifice of Jesus reconciles us to God
(vertically) and reconciles us to one another (horizontally).
Jesus loves me, yes. But even more so, “Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25). Jesus died for me, certainly. But even more
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so, “Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). I have a personal relationship with God,
of course. But even more so, the Cross is the fulfillment of God’s covenant
promise: “You will be my people, and I will be your God” (Jer. 30:22).
Don’t get me wrong: I’m not saying that God doesn’t care about us as
individuals. God loves you as an individual—but not in an individualistic way.
And I’m certainly not against the idea of personal salvation. The message
of Jesus saving our souls is correct—but it is not
THE CHRISTIAN
complete. The finished work of Christ on the
ANSWER TO THE
cross is not only for the salvation of sinners, but
LONELINESS EPIDEMIC also for the formation of a community and the
IS NOT ABOUT WHAT
renewal of creation.
WE NEED TO DO TO
Community is not an optional bonus for
CREATE COMMUNITY,
people of faith. The Cross is a communityBUT RATHER ABOUT
creating event, at once redeeming us from our
WHAT CHRIST HAS
sins and making us a people bound together by
ALREADY DONE ON
grace. Because of the gospel, the Christian answer
OUR BEHALF TO MAKE to the loneliness epidemic is not about what we
US COMMUNITY.
need to do to create community, but rather about
what Christ has already done on our behalf to
make us community. If you have trusted in Christ, you are not alone. You are
part of a family. The communal nature of the Atonement is not only profound;
it is practical, changing the way we view and relate to others.
We find spiritual friendship at the foot of the cross. Most friendships are
based on affinity, but through the Cross we can have friendships based on
something more profound and lasting. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13, ESV).
By grace, we are friends of God and can learn to have authentic friendships
with others built on self-giving love. In the 12th century, Aelred of Rievaulx
claimed there were three types of friendships: carnal friendship (based on
amusement), worldly friendship (based on usefulness), and spiritual friendship (based on a mutual commitment to Jesus). Aelred proclaimed, “What
statement about friendship can be more sublime, more true, more valuable
than this: it has been proved that friendship must begin in Christ, continue
with Christ, and be perfected by Christ.”
We are reconciled to one another. The Cross is the ultimate remedy to
the ongoing injustice of racism. According to Ephesians 2, the Crucifixion
tears down the dividing wall of hostility between ethnic groups and makes
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one people who reveal the reconciling power of the gospel to a world ravished
by hostility and division. As the Egyptian church father Athanasius wrote in
On the Incarnation, “It is only on the cross that a man dies with arms outstretched . . . that He might draw His ancient people with the one and the
Gentiles with the other, and join both together in Himself.” The cross severs
the root of racism and builds up a community of people of different cultures
and ethnicities united in Christ.
The Cross is both communal and global in scope. By dying on the cross,
Christ has brought the nations together, creating by his blood a multicultural
kingdom. Revelation offers a glimpse of our future, with a beautiful description of Christ and his kingdom: “You were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God” (5:9–10, ESV).
We become citizens of a kingdom. Jesus ransoms sinners into a kingdom
through his blood (Rev. 1:5–6). He takes on our forsakenness, and we are
brought into a family, given a place at the table, and called sons and daughters
of the king. But it’s a different kind of kingdom—a cross-shaped kingdom.
And as we learn in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “The message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.” In other words, you can see the power of this kingdom only through
faith. As a pastor, I have the privilege of seeing this subversive kingdom at
work every day. The church I pastor serves two hundred meals a day to the
homeless community in Los Angeles. People come for the food but stay for
the community. But to see what’s truly happening, it really does take the lens
of faith. Where the world sees deficiency, we see dignity. Where the world
sees a problem to be solved, we see people to be loved. The Cross creates a
community of compassion, dignity, and love that offers the world a glimpse
of God’s reign on earth as it is in heaven.
At the cross, I am saved. And at the cross, we are saved. The Good News
brings us out of isolation, calls us beyond me-centered spirituality, and saves
us into the community we long for: a Christ-centered, global, eternal family.
Thanks be to God.

READ Ephesians 5:25; Romans 5:8; and Jeremiah 30:22. How do these passages
provide a counterbalance to our individualistic tendencies? What changes as you
deeply consider the “for us” nature of the Cross?
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I have been crucified with Christ
and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I now live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.
GALAT IANS 2:20

All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation. . . .
We implore you on Christ’s behalf:
Be reconciled to God.
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The Joyful Ministry
of Reconciliation

When Jesus changes our lives, it’s only natural to invite others along.
Sam Chan

IMAGE: IVAN GENE R / STOC KSY

I

am rhythmically challenged. I can’t dance, rap, or do high fives. I miss
the other person’s outstretched palm every time. I also don’t know what
to do when someone approaches me to greet me. I never know if I am
supposed to do a handshake, bro-hug, or curled-fingers hook. Last month a guy
offered me a fist bump and I shook it by mistake. It felt awkward and horrible
at the same time. That’s why I love watching people who’ve got rhythm. I love
seeing an NCAA college basketball home crowd as they chant and throb in
unison. Wedding guests on the dance floor doing the Bus Stop. Two friends
performing their signature handshake—slap, slap, bump, slide. When people
are in sync with each other, I see rhythm. I see harmony. I see joy.
In the same way that I am out of sync on the dance floor, we are out of
step with God our Creator. God moves left, but we move right. God claps on
the off beat, but we clap on the on beat. This is because we are ultimately on
opposing sides (Eph. 2:12). In fact, the Bible describes us as “God’s enemies”
(Rom. 5:10). We have stiff necks and ears that do not hear (Jer. 7:26; Ezek.
12:2). No wonder we can’t dance in time! We’re not merely rhythmically
challenged—we refuse to dance in time with God.
But through his death and resurrection, Jesus puts us back in sync
with God our Creator. His death and resurrection put an end to the hostility
between us and God, resulting in the supreme blessing of peace (Eph. 2:13–19).
God has “reconciled us to himself through Christ” (2 Cor. 5:18)! One aspect
of reconciliation with God is that we are now put back in rhythm with our
Creator. Paul goes on to explain that God has done this “in Christ” (v. 19).
We are in Christ—thus, reconciled to God in Christ, we participate in perfect
unison, rhythm, and harmony with God.
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In most cultures the joy of reconciliation is expressed by eating
together. Whenever my Chinese relatives eat together, it’s always at a round
table—never a long rectangular table—because we’re eating together, face
to face. The food is placed in the middle of the table and shared—we all eat
the same dishes. And the host will pay for the whole meal—the bill is never
split. It’s the opposite of Western individualism where everyone eats and
pays for only what they order for themselves.
Interestingly, in the New Testament, often when someone is reconciled
to God because of Jesus, the person celebrates this with a joyful meal. For
example, immediately after leaving his tax office to follow Jesus, Levi throws
a banquet for him (Luke 5:27–30). When the jailer in Philippi is saved, he is
“filled with joy” and brings Paul and Silas back to his home for a meal (Acts
16:31–34). When Zacchaeus comes down from his tree, it’s to welcome Jesus
into his home—with joy (Luke 19:5–7)! It’s the perfect expression of our
reconciliation with God in and through Christ—a joyful meal with Jesus!
But even more interestingly, in the New Testament, after becoming
reconciled to God, often the person tells as many of his or her family
members, friends, and neighbors as possible about Jesus and invites them
to the banquet with Jesus as well. It is a shared celebration. For example,
Levi invites his tax-collector friends so that they, too, can eat with Jesus
(Luke 5:29). Similarly, the Samaritan woman who meets Jesus at the well
invites her village to come and meet Jesus, and they in turn invite Jesus to
stay with them to meet as many of their friends as possible (John 4:28–30,
39–42). Likewise, the jailer’s whole household eats with Paul and Silas and
also hears and believes the word of the Lord (Acts 16:32–34).
The pattern in the New Testament seems to be this: Someone meets
Jesus and experiences reconciliation with God. There is an outpouring of
joy, which is often expressed through a meal with Jesus. But it’s usually not
a small, one-on-one meal with him. It’s a banquet where the person opens
his home and invites many friends to come along to meet and to eat with
Jesus. The joy that comes from knowing Jesus is infectious. The gladness
that comes from reconciliation with God has a snowballing effect.
This is what Paul describes when he says the love of Christ “compels
us” (2 Cor. 5:14). Christ’s love for us is infectious. We want everyone to
experience what we’ve discovered. Once we’ve tasted the joy of being in
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harmony, peace, and union with God our Creator, we want everyone else
to be reconciled to God as well. Paul calls this the God-given “ministry of
reconciliation” (v. 18). In much of the New Testament, we see this ministry
of reconciliation expressed through people opening their homes, joyfully
eating, and sharing the words of Jesus.
When I was a boy growing up in Adelaide, Australia, my Christian parents often invited our neighbors into our home for dinner. Many times, they
also hosted lunches for international college students who had no immediate family or friends in Australia. These meals were always fun, with much
food and celebration. Over these lunches and dinners, my parents would
share the words of Jesus. Bit by bit, many neighbors and college students
came to know the Lord. It was so much a part of our family’s routine that
I thought it was just the normal thing to do! Today, in the busyness of our
Western lives, I now see how it’s not such a normal thing to do.
But, on the other hand, looking at the
stories of believers in the New Testament and
IT’S IN THE VERY DNA
contemplating the words of Paul in 2 CorOF BEING A CHRISTIAN
inthians 5:14–21, I can see how this actually
TO SHARE OUR
is the normal and natural response of being
HOMES, MEALS, TIME,
reconciled with God. It’s in the very DNA of
WORDS, AND LIVES
being a Christian to share our homes, meals,
WITH AS MANY OTHER
time, words, and lives with as many other
PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE.
people as possible. This instinctive desire to
invite others to meet Jesus and “be reconciled to God” (v. 20) is the glad
heartbeat of evangelism.
There is an infectious joy in enjoying God’s reconciliation. Once we’ve
tasted this joy, we want the whole world to taste it too. We open our lives,
our mouths, our doors, our tables so that others can celebrate and have a
meal with Jesus.

READ
CONTEMPLATE
Galatians 2:20,
2 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
5:14–21;
5:15, and
Luke
Colossians
5:27–30;
3:3.
and
How
Acts
do 16:31–34.
these passages
How
do these you?
passages
vision
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Pray,identify
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howdeath
God
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9

A Resurrection View

Christ’s victory over death gives us power and a new perspective.
Joni Eareckson Tada

IMAGE: WEST END61 / GET TY

F

rancie, please file this and make copies of this letter, would you?” I hardly
looked up from my desk while talking to my assistant. “And, one more
time,” I groaned, “would you please pull out the sofa bed?” For the fourth
time that day, I needed to be lifted out of my wheelchair and laid down. We had
to readjust my corset—shallow breathing, sweating, and skyrocketing blood
pressure were signaling that something was either pinching or bruising my
paralyzed body. Francie wiped away my tears. As she shifted my body, examining my legs and hips for pressure marks, I stared at the ceiling. I was done with
being paralyzed. I was tired of the never-ending, day-to-day disability routines.
I’d had my fill of it and mumbled to the ceiling, “I want to quit.”
“Oh, come on,” Francie joked, “what are you always saying? You ‘can’t
do quadriplegia,’ but you ‘can do all things through Christ’?” I didn’t have a
comeback for that one, so I remained quiet. We couldn’t find anything wrong
with my body. Francie hoisted me into my wheelchair.
“Where do I go to resign from this stupid paralysis?” I said.
Francie grinned. She’s heard me say it scores of times. As she was about
to leave, she paused. “I bet you can’t wait for heaven. You know, like Paul said,
‘We groan, longing to be clothed with a heavenly dwelling.’” My eyes dampened
again, but this time they were tears of relief. My Christian friend had just given
me a very comforting, powerful reminder. “Yeah, it’ll be great,” I said.
That afternoon, the verse she shared stuck with me, and I whispered a
prayer. “Yes, Lord, I do look forward to being whole, to having a body that will
never know pain. But to be honest, what I really want is a new heart that doesn’t
want to give up or quit.” I sat in my office and dreamed of what I’ve imagined
a thousand times: heaven. Jesus’ death and resurrection secured for us many
amazing things, and one is a firm hope of eternal life in the new heavens and
new earth with no more sorrow, pain, or tears.
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It’s all I needed. That afternoon, I jerked my will right-side up, refocused
my emotions, and realigned my thoughts. I repeated Psalm 43:5: “Why are you
cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God;
for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God” (ESV). I kept talking to
my soul, mentally rehearsing a flood of other heavenly promises: When we see
him, we shall be like him. . . . For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal must put on immortality. . . . That which is sown in weakness will be
raised in power. . . . He has given us an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or
fade. . . . If we suffer with him, we shall reign with him. Before leaving the office
that day, I found my courage and said with a smile, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.”
Physical affliction and emotional pain are part of my daily routine, but
I’ve learned that self-pity can be a deadly trap. I quickly move upward and
onward. It takes resurrection power to do that. Christ’s death and resurrection
won us many amazing benefits, but I think one of the
greatest benefits is their power in our daily lives. The
WE CHRISTIANS
NEED TO SHIFT TO
apostle Paul said, “I want to know Christ—yes, to know
A HIGHER
the power of his resurrection and participation in his
BATTLEGROUND
sufferings” (Phil. 3:10, emphasis added). We share in
AND CHOOSE A
Christ’s sufferings so that we might become like him in
RESURRECTION
his death—that is, that we may have the actual power
PERSPECTIVE IN
to die to the sins that he died for on the cross. In Christ,
OUR DAILY LIVES.
we have resurrection power to say no to ungodliness
and yes to living self-controlled lives; we can become
holy as he is holy; we can partner with the Holy Spirit in fitting ourselves for
heaven (Titus 2:12; 1 Pet. 1:15; Heb. 11:16).
The death and resurrection of Jesus give weight to the reality described
in 2 Corinthians 4:18: “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” My
useless hands—and your wrinkles, your torn meniscus, your failing memory,
or your macular degeneration—are only temporary. It’s our response to those
afflictions that is eternal. What’s more, those afflictions make the here and now
seem so vaporous, so thin and wispy. The span of our earthly lives is limited;
each of our bodies will inevitably fail. Christ’s resurrection assures me that a
new splendorous body awaits me in heaven. So why should I fear death? It’s a
glorious door into Healing with a capital H!
Paul’s desire to “know the power of his resurrection” was tied to this hope:
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“attaining to the resurrection from the dead” (Phil. 3:10–11). As Paul knew,
Christ’s glorious resurrection assures believers of their own resurrection from
death into eternal life (1 Cor. 15:21–22). For me, the death and resurrection of
Christ have removed every ounce of fear from death. The Grim Reaper is no
longer the heinous, sharp-fanged, menacing monster it used to be. Hebrews
2:14–15 is my safeguard against fear, for “by [Jesus’] death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” The Devil has
no power over me. I’m free from being a slave to fear—especially fear of death.
Affliction has helped make that clear to me.
Hardships are one way God helps us get our minds on the hereafter. I
don’t speak of the hereafter as a death wish, psychological crutch, or escape
from reality. I mean “hereafter” as reality. Pilgrims aren’t supposed to feel at
home on earth. Their hearts are on things above; they wait on the Bridegroom.
They are looking forward to a new body, heart, and mind. Pilgrims think about
crowns and rewards and casting them all at Jesus’ feet. Such realities provide
a glorious vantage point from which to look upon our pain and problems. The
soul that mounts up to heaven’s kingdom cannot fail to triumph.
It’s odd that it took a wheelchair—something that bolts me to earth—to
make me see the futility of fighting spiritual battles on the earthly plane. We
Christians need to shift to a higher battleground and choose a resurrection
perspective in our daily lives. Looking down on my problems through the lens
of God’s promises makes my trials look different. When viewed from a human
level, my paralysis feels like a huge, impassable wall; but when viewed from
above, the wall appears as a thin line—something that can be overcome. It’s a
resurrection view, a bird’s-eye view (Isa. 40:31).
Such a heavenly vantage point on our hardships and our mortality is made
possible only through the death and resurrection of our wonderful Savior. In
the here and now, may we embrace the power of his resurrection to live a godly
life. And may we look forward in confident hope to the day when we mortals
will put on immortality.

CONTEMPLATE
READ
Galatians 2:20,
Hebrews
2 Corinthians
2:14–15; Philippians
5:15, and Colossians
3:8–11; and
3:3.2 How
Corinthians
do these5:1–5.
passages
How
do
these passages
speak
to ityour
andtofeelings
about
your own
challenge
you? What
might
lookthoughts
like for you
more fully
identify
with mortality?
this death
What
might it mean for you to have a resurrection view on your daily life?
to self?
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Jesus knew that the hour had come
for him to leave this world and go
I have been crucified with Christ
to the Father. Having loved his own
and I no longer live, but Christ
who were in the world, he loved
lives in me. The life I now live in
them to the end.
the body, I live by faith in the Son
JO HN 1 3 :1
of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.
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Loving to the End

Christ’s generous sacrifice teaches us how to love.

Krish Kandiah

IMAGE: HUMPH REY MULEBA / U N SPLASH

I

could never do what you do. I would love the fostered children too much
to ever let them go.” I hear this a lot. And when I do, I often feel a bit
angry. At the heart of this sentiment—albeit from well-meaning, friendly
people—there seems to be a fundamentally misplaced understanding of love.
First, this response could be interpreted to assume some pretty sad
things about the love I have for the foster children in my care. It could come
across like these people see me as a cold-hearted automaton who doesn’t get
emotionally attached or invested. But the reality is that it breaks my heart to
hear about the traumas each child I’ve cared for has endured. The truth is that
every single time I hand a child over to his permanent family, a gut-twisting
wrench of grief tears through me.
Second, this response seems, in some ways, to reveal a flawed understanding of the nature of love itself. It’s an approach to love that is so afraid of getting
hurt it doesn’t get involved at all. The implication is that this sort of love would
rather leave broken children without any homes than risk bringing heartache
into one’s own home. It’s a love that is focused on self-preservation. It’s a love
that thinks first and foremost about one’s own well-being and ends up justifying
inaction in the face of injustice.
In our own individual ways, we are all susceptible to this sort of selfinterested love. Left to our own devices, we humans naturally gravitate toward
self-preservation. And, unfortunately, I believe this faulty understanding of
love has infiltrated the church.
While we may believe that our standard of love comes from our understanding of the Cross, sadly there is much that betrays this might not be the
case. For some, the Cross has primarily become a battleground for debates
over the nature of the Atonement, the fight for penal substitution, or the
forensic achievements of the death of Christ. For others, the Cross has become
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simply a moral example with no further impact on faith or life. But this kind of
reductionism diminishes the Cross rather than protects it and undermines our
discipleship rather than raises the bar so that we can truly love as Jesus loved.
The beautiful lingering account in John’s gospel of the last few hours
before Jesus was arrested begins with these words: “Jesus knew that the hour
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end” (13:1). The events that follow
this include Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, preparing them for his departure,
promising them both persecution and the presence of the Holy Spirit, and
going to Calvary to sacrifice himself for the world.
JESUS’ DEATH ON
The death of Jesus on the cross is effective;
THE CROSS SERVES
it accomplishes our redemption. But the Cross is
AS THE MODEL
also demonstrative of God’s love for us. Paul joins
FOR CHRISTIAN
these two ideas together in Romans 5:8, saying,
DISCIPLESHIP
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
TIME AND AGAIN.
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
This link is in John’s gospel too, illustrated in the
way Jesus describes the gravity of the situation and leaves his disciples with a
most simple—but most challenging—command: “Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another” (13:34–35).
Jesus’ life of love is not a self-preserving love. It is not a hands-off-forfear-of-getting-hurt love. It is not a passive love. It is not a love that refuses to
deeply invest in relationship. What we see in Christ is sacrificial love. Merciful
love. Love that values the well-being of others above itself. Love that will generously and fully pour itself out, whatever the cost, in order that the beloved
might benefit, flourish, and thrive.
Jesus’ self-sacrificial death for his people is the benchmark for Christian
love. This is not an option or a suggestion: It is a command from Christ himself.
While the unique sacrifice that Jesus offered can never be repeated or duplicated, the Bible is still clear: Jesus’ death on the cross serves as the model for
Christian discipleship time and again. Consider these exhortations: “Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her”
(Eph. 5:25). “In humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your
own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. . . . [H]ave the same
mindset as Christ Jesus: Who . . . humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross!” (Phil. 2:3–8). “Christ suffered for you, leaving
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you an example, that you should follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21).
As the Cross is demonstrative for our discipleship, the work of the Cross
within us shapes and transforms the love we have for other people. Mysteriously, even as we are commanded to love like Christ (which involves our will and
decision), it’s also true that, by his Spirit, Christ is producing this love in us. The
transforming grace of God is remaking us into the likeness of Christ. Similar to
our salvation, in our love both human volition and divine sovereignty are at play.
Not only does Jesus say that his love is to be the standard of love we show
in the world and the defining feature of our discipleship, but he also claims it
will be our clearest and most effective evangelistic tool: “By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35).
All sorts of people from all walks of life will understand that we belong to
Christ because of the practical outworking of our love. We are told to love God,
love each other, love our neighbor, love the stranger, and love our enemies. I
am not sure that leaves anyone on the planet out of the envelope of Christian
care, love, and compassion that Jesus commands of us!
It’s time that our definition of love be more deeply grounded on the Cross
of Christ rather than the norms of our culture or our own self-interested inclinations. People who see the Cross differently and want to show Christ’s radical,
generous, self-sacrificial love to others also see the world differently—and act
accordingly. This might mean offering forgiveness to an offender or showing
kindness to those who hurt you. It might mean welcoming a vulnerable child
into your family through fostering or adoption or basing your next career
move on a desire to maximize service to the needy. It may mean sharing your
spare room, your precious time, or your most valuable possessions with the
homeless, the elderly, the refugee, or those with a physical or mental illness.
For me this also means that just as I have been forgiven, I am learning
to forgive others—even those who might seem to suggest that I don’t love my
children enough. Indeed, as we saw in Romans 5:8, if Christ in his love was
willing to lay down his life for us while we were still sinners, then how can any
of us who are his followers seek to do any less?

READ Galatians 2:20, 2 Corinthians 5:15, and Colossians 3:3. How do these passages
REFLECT
John
13:1;
Romans
John
3:16. As
you
contemplate
challenge on
you?
What
might
it look5:8;
likeand
for 1you
to more
fully
identify
with thisChrist’s
death
supreme
to self? act of love, how is God prompting you to grow in love for others? What
self-interested or self-preserving inclinations might God be drawing your attention to?
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BIBLE
ST U DY
GUIDE

Centered on the Cross
pp. 6–9

1
• Think of a particular cross that has personal meaning to you (such
as a necklace, family heirloom, or church cross). Why is it significant
to you?
• Reflect on the crucifixion of Jesus described in in Matthew 27:11–50,
then read Galatians 6:14 and 1 Corinthians 2:1–2. How would you
characterize Paul’s emphasis on the Cross?
Use these
questions
for your own
individual
study or
for group
discussion.

• In The Crucifixion, Fleming Rutledge writes: “The reason Paul
insisted on the centrality of the cross in polemical terms [in 1 Cor.
2:2] was that the Corinthian Christians wanted to pass over it altogether. . . . The Corinthian Christians were heavily into an individualistic, self-involved notion of the Christian life. . . . Paul sets the cross
in opposition to these tendencies.” How does the Cross confront
today’s individualistic, self-involved notions of the Christian life?
What are some examples?
• When the Cross is at the center of our lives, as Fred Sanders writes,
“the result is like dropping a rock in a smooth pond: The ripples
radiate outward to the farthest edges of reality.” How have you
experienced this to be true?
• Read Galatians 2:20 and reflect again on 6:14. What would this
mindset look like for a Christian today? For you?
• Prayerfully reflect: How is God prompting you to deepen your
understanding of the Cross and its centrality in your life?
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BIBLE

The Cross and the Tomb
Belong Together

ST U DY
GUIDE

pp. 10–13

2
• Consider your own faith story: What role did Christ’s resurrection play in
your initial understanding of the gospel?
• Reflect on Jesus’ resurrection in John 20:1–18. Next, read Peter’s
Pentecost sermon in Acts 2:22–36. How does Peter’s emphasis on the
Resurrection compare or contrast with how you normally hear about or
think about the gospel?
• Read 1 Corinthians 15:14. Kelly M. Kapic observes, “By leaving out the
empty tomb, our understanding of the Cross itself becomes distorted.
It opens the door to seeing forgiveness of personal sin as the only
element of the gospel. . . . This Resurrection-less understanding creates
a story much too small for us to live in.” What’s your reaction to Kapic’s
assertion?
• Dig deeper into this idea: How can downplaying or ignoring the
Resurrection impact one’s approach to discipleship, sin, evangelism, and
so on? In contrast, how does a more integrated understanding of the
Resurrection impact those same areas?
• Read Colossians 3:1; 2 Corinthians 5:15; and Romans 8:11. What do these
passages communicate about the spiritual reality of the Resurrection in
our lives today?
• Kapic emphasizes several implications of the Resurrection for our lives,
including Christ’s lordship, our obedience, resurrection power, and
Christ’s presence. Which of these realities did God draw your attention
to? How will you respond?
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GUIDE

Teach Us How to Die
pp. 14–17

3
• What line or idea in “Teach Us How to Die” stands out to you most?
Why?
• Read Ephesians 2:1–5. Rachel Gilson writes, “Before Christ comes
into our lives, we’re dead in our trespasses. . . . We’re not injured,
not dirty, but dead.” Why is it important to squarely face this
spiritual reality?
• Consider Romans 5:12–18; 1 Corinthians 15:22; and Galatians 2:21.
How would you summarize the important points about sin, the
Cross, death, and life in these passages?
• Reflect on Galatians 2:20, phrase by phrase. What do you think
Paul meant when he wrote this? What does it really mean for the
Christian to say, “I no longer live”?
• Gilson asserts that we “need to fully identify with this death to self.
If we posture ourselves as if all we need is a little scrubbing up,
we’re deluded.” Where do you observe the tendency toward this
sort of posturing and delusion in the church? In your own life?
• Read Galatians 5:24; Romans 6:5–7; and Colossians 3:3, 5. How do
these passages enrich your understanding of “death to self”?
How do they challenge you?
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Saintly and Sinful
pp. 18–21
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4
• Could you relate to Nana Dolce’s experiences of discouragement in
church relationships? To the desire to “be friendly at a distance” or
“do the polite minimum from afar”? If so, how?
• The church is made up of people who are, as Martin Luther described,
“at the same time just and sinner.” How have you experienced this to
be true in the church? In your own life?
• Through the Cross, we are justified. Read Romans 3:22–26; 4:23–25;
and Hebrews 4:14–16. How would you explain justification in your
own words? What ideas would you emphasize?
• Dolce observes, “We typically think of our justification in personal
rather than communal terms. After all, the doctrine deals with our
individual position before God. . . . But the basis of our justification—
Christ’s work—demonstrates incredible self-denial for the sake of
another.” Build upon your explanation of justification: What are the
specific effects of justification for an individual? What are the implications of justification for our relationships?
• Read Ephesians 5:1–2; Hebrews 2:17; 4:15; Philippians 2:6–7; and 2
Corinthians 5:21. How do you sense God prompting you to follow
Christ’s example in humility? In sacrifice? In extending grace?
• Read Matthew 20:28; Mark 12:31; Romans 12:9–10; and 1 Peter 1:22;
4:8. What person comes to mind as you reflect on these passages?
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Free at Last
pp. 22–25

5
• What ideas, feelings, images, or examples come to mind when you
hear the word slavery? The word freedom?
• Anthony J. Carter explores an important theme of justification:
moving from slavery to freedom. Read Romans 5:12–19 and 6:17–18.
“Being born in Adam is being born in bondage to sin,” Carter
observes. “But Christ broke the curse of sin in Adam and thus set
the children of Adam free.” Before you knew Jesus, how did you
experience bondage to sin?
• “If the nature of sin is bondage, the nature of the gospel is liberty,”
Carter writes. How would you explain the liberty we experience in
Christ? What are we set free from? What are we set free for?
• Read Galatians 5:1. Here Paul addressed pressure put upon Gentile
Christians to follow the Jewish law and be circumcised. What are
some contemporary “yokes of slavery” that Christians face? How
does Paul’s emphatic message speak to us today?
• Though free, we still battle sin and feelings of guilt. This despair,
Carter says, can be used by the Enemy to keep us “from living in the
freedom Christ secured for [us] on the cross.” Read Romans 8:1–2,
33–34. What are the spiritual dangers of giving into feelings
of condemnation?
• Read John 8:34–36; Galatians 5:13; and 2 Corinthians 3:17. What
would it look like for you to more fully live within the freedom
Christ brings?
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Partners with Christ
in His Suffering
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pp. 26–29

6
• What’s your reaction to the stories of Zinnia and Sunday Bobai
Agang’s murdered relative? What are some other contemporary or
historical examples of persecution you know of?
• Read Matthew 24:9; Luke 9:22–23; and John 15:18–21. Jesus is clear:
Suffering is part of discipleship. How much has suffering been
emphasized in your own discipleship? How might this contrast with
the discipleship of Christians in other parts of the world?
• Read 1 Peter 4:12–19. What specific instructions does this passage
give to Christians who are suffering for their faith? Explore each
imperative, one by one.
• Read Philippians 3:10–11; Romans 8:17–18; and 1 Peter 4:13. Reflect
upon Christ’s death on the cross. What do you think it means that
we participate in or share in Christ’s sufferings?
• A common misunderstanding is that rejoicing means the persecuted Christian is somehow no longer suffering. In reality, pain and
hardship may endure. Draw upon the passages above to consider
this question: What enables a believer to praise God even as he or
she suffers for him?
• Agang says that “our knowledge of Christ will be incomplete if we
aren’t willing to experience suffering” and that it’s “a serious spiritual shortcoming” to reject suffering. What’s the spiritual impact of
avoiding suffering? On the other hand, how can willingness to suffer
deepen one’s intimacy with Christ?
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pp. 30–33
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7
• Consider the article’s opening themes: Where have you observed
loneliness and isolation in our culture? Me-centered pop spirituality?
Individualism within the church?
• How was the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection first communicated to you? (Or how is it explained in your church?) Was the
emphasis personal and individual, communal and global, or both?
• Read Ephesians 2:13–22; Romans 7:4; and Revelation 1:5–6; 5:9–10.
Jeremy R. Treat writes that Jesus’ death was about “more than individual forgiveness. Through the blood of Christ we are saved into
the church, adopted into a family, and rescued into the kingdom.”
How do these passages enrich your understanding of this truth?
• Read Jeremiah 30:22; John 15:13; Acts 20:28; Romans 5:8;
1 Corinthians 1:18; and Ephesians 5:25, noting the communityfocused language. Why is a communal understanding of the Cross
so important? What is lost or distorted when this idea is missing?
• The article touches on three communal implications of the Cross:
spiritual friendship, racial reconciliation and multiethnicity in the
church, and citizenship in a kingdom. Which of these resonated
with you most? Which challenged you most? Why?
• “The Christian answer to the loneliness epidemic is not about what
we need to do to create community, but rather about what Christ
has already done on our behalf to make us community,” Treat says.
What would it look like for you to more deeply embrace this reality?
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The Joyful Ministry
of Reconciliation
pp. 34–37
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8
• When have you experienced (or desired) reconciliation with another
person? Describe that experience.
• Read Romans 5:9–11 and 2 Corinthians 5:18–19. To illustrate reconciliation with God, Sam Chan uses the examples of people who are in sync
and meals with his Chinese family members. What struck you about
his examples? What other examples might you add?
• Read these accounts of people encountering Jesus or the Good News:
Levi (Luke 5:27–32), Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1–10), the Samaritan woman
(John 4:28–30, 39–42), and the jailer (Acts 16:22–34). What do you
observe about their natural reactions to Jesus and his love?
• Which of these words best describe your normal thoughts or feelings
regarding evangelism: avoidance, confidence, curiosity, discomfort,
embarrassment, enthusiasm, fear, guilt, insecurity, intimidation, joy,
love, obligation, patience, passion, pressure, warmth? Which words
best describe the reactions of the people in the Bible stories above?
• Read 2 Corinthians 5:14–21. What most draws your attention in this
passage? How does understanding evangelism within the framework
of reconciliation give it a different feeling or tone?
• “The joy that comes from knowing Jesus is infectious,” Chan observes.
“This instinctive desire to invite others to meet Jesus and ‘be reconciled to God’ . . . is the glad heartbeat of evangelism.” What is God
bringing to mind for you as you reflect on the Cross and the ministry
of reconciliation?
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• How would you describe your honest feelings about death? Is
it a topic you avoid? A reality you dread? A subject you ponder
frequently? A future you anticipate joyfully? Explain.
• Joni Eareckson Tada writes, “For me, the death and resurrection
of Christ have removed every ounce of fear from death. The Grim
Reaper is no longer the heinous, sharp-fanged, menacing monster
it used to be.” What is your reaction to Tada’s perspective? Why do
you think she feels this way?
• Read Hebrews 2:14–15. How do you observe “slavery” to the “fear of
death” in society?
• Read 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 1 Corinthians 15:21–22; and Philippians
3:10–11. Jesus’ death and resurrection provide the way for our eternal
life with God. This is a core tenet of Christian faith—but how does it
transform life in the here and now? What can freedom from the fear
of death (Heb. 2:15) look like for the Christian?
• Reflect on 1 Corinthians 15:42–43, 53–54; 2 Corinthians 5:1–5;
Hebrews 11:16; and Revelation 21:1–4. What do you long for as you
contemplate eternal life with God? How does this future hope animate your current reality?
• Tada urges us to view our mortality from “a heavenly vantage point.”
Read 2 Corinthians 4:16–18 and Colossians 3:1–3. How is God leading
you to more intentionally have “a resurrection view” in your daily life?
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Loving to the End
pp. 42–45
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• Think of different people you know. If you were to ask them to define
and describe love, what do you imagine they’d say? How else do
people commonly conceive of love?
• Krish Kandiah addresses “a flawed understanding of the nature of
love itself”—the tendency to love in a manner that’s oriented toward
one’s self-interest. Where do you see this tendency in your own life?
• Consider these familiar verses with fresh ears: John 3:16, 15:13; and
Romans 5:8. What does the Cross reveal about the nature of divine
love? How does it contrast with human conceptions of love?
• Look further at how Scripture describes Jesus’ love: John 13:1–17,
33–35; Ephesians 5:25; Philippians 2:3–8; Hebrews 12:2; and 1 Peter
2:21. What stands out to you as particularly compelling? Why?
• “The death of Jesus on the cross is effective; it accomplishes our
redemption,” Kandiah says. “But the Cross is also demonstrative of
God’s love for us” in that it exemplifies the love we are to extend to
others. Deeply consider the implications of this. What questions does
it raise for you?
• Kandiah notes: “Mysteriously, even as we are commanded to love like
Christ (which involves our will and decision), it’s also true that, by his
Spirit, Christ is producing this love in us.” How have you experienced
God shaping the love you have for others? How is your contemplation of the Cross prompting you to deepen your commitment to love?

55

LentDevo_20.indd 55

1/2/20 8:44 AM

Contributors
Sunday Bobai Agang is an ordained minister with the
ECWA and professor of theology and Christian ethics at
ECWA Theological Seminary in Nigeria. He serves as an
associate research scholar in systematic theology and
ecclesiology for Stellenbosch University, South Africa.
Anthony J. Carter is the lead pastor of East Point
Church in East Point, Georgia. A graduate of Reformed
Theological Seminary Orlando, he is the author of
several books including Running from Mercy, Blood
Work, and Black and Reformed.
Sam Chan is an evangelist with City Bible Forum in
Sydney, Australia. His book Evangelism in a Skeptical
World received the 2019 Apologetics/Evangelism Book
Award from Christianity Today. A medical doctor and
theologian, he blogs at EspressoTheology.com.
Nana Dolce serves as an instructor for the Charles
Simeon Trust and has an MA in theological studies from
Palmer Theological Seminary. She teaches the Bible in
her local church and writes for various ministries. Her
website is MotherhoodandSanctity.com.
Rachel Gilson serves on Cru’s leadership team for
theological development and culture. She recently
completed her MDiv (Gordon-Conwell) and is the
author of Born Again This Way: Coming Out, Coming
to Faith, and What Comes Next (March 2020).

56

LentDevo_20.indd 56

C H R I S T I A N I T Y T O D AY. C O M T H E C R O S S 2 0 2 0

1/2/20 8:45 AM

Krish Kandiah is the founding director of Home for
Good (a UK-based nonprofit). He serves on the faculty
of Regent College (Vancouver) and is the author of 13
books including Paradoxology: Why Christianity Was
Never Meant to Be Simple and God Is Stranger.
Kelly M. Kapic is professor of theological studies at
Covenant College. His books include The God Who
Gives: How the Trinity Shapes the Christian Story and
Becoming Whole: Why the Opposite of Poverty Isn’t
the American Dream, co-authored with Brian Fikkert.
Fred Sanders is a theologian who teaches in the Torrey
Honors Institute at Biola University. He has written,
edited, or contributed to several books, including
The Deep Things of God: How the Trinity Changes
Everything. He blogs at ScriptoriumDaily.com.
Joni Eareckson Tada is founder and CEO of Joni and
Friends, an organization that accelerates Christian
outreach in the disability community. Joni is the author
of numerous books, including Joni and Ken: An Untold
Love Story and When God Weeps.
Jeremy R. Treat is pastor for preaching and vision at
Reality LA and an adjunct professor at Biola University.
He is the author of Seek First: How the Kingdom of God
Changes Everything and The Crucified King: Atonement
and Kingdom in Biblical and Systematic Theology.

57

LentDevo_20.indd 57

1/2/20 8:45 AM

MAKE THIS EASTER

Meaningful & Beautiful
Includes 50 Jesus Calling devotions with
Scripture and breathtaking imagery.

Available everywhere books are sold.
JesusCalling.com
5.375 x 7.25 DIGEST.indd 1

1/2/20 7:35 AM

Scripture Reading Guide
1

Centered on the Cross
Matthew 27:11–50
1 Corinthians 2:1–2
Galatians 2:20; 6:14

6 Partners with Christ in His Suffering

Matthew 24:9
Luke 9:22–23
John 15:18–21
Romans 8:17–18
Philippians 3:10–11
1 Peter 4:12–19

2 The Cross and the Tomb Belong

Together
John 20:1–18
Acts 2:22–36
Romans 8:11
1 Corinthians 15:14
2 Corinthians 5:15
Colossians 3:1
3 Teach Us How to Die

Romans 5:12–18; 6:5–7
1 Corinthians 15:22
Galatians 2:20–21; 5:24
Ephesians 2:1–5
Colossians 3:3, 5
4 Saintly and Sinful

Matthew 20:28
Mark 12:31
Romans 3:22–26; 4:23–25; 12:9–10
2 Corinthians 5:21
Ephesians 5:1–2
Philippians 2:6–7
Hebrews 2:17; 4:14–16
1 Peter 1:22; 4:8
5 Free at Last

John 8:34–36
Romans 5:12–19; 6:17–18; 8:1–2, 33–34
2 Corinthians 3:17
Galatians 5:1, 13
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For Us
Jeremiah 30:22
John 15:13
Acts 20:28
Romans 5:8; 7:4
1 Corinthians 1:18
Ephesians 2:13–22; 5:25
Revelation 1:5–6; 5:9–10
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Luke 5:27–32; 19:1–10
John 4:28–30, 39–42
Acts 16:22–34
Romans 5:9–11
2 Corinthians 5:14–21
9 A Resurrection View

1 Corinthians 15:21–22, 42–43, 53–54
2 Corinthians 4:16–18; 5:1–5
Philippians 3:10–11
Colossians 3:1–3
1 Thessalonians 4:14
Hebrews 2:14–15; 11:16
Revelation 21:1–4
10 Loving to the End

John 3:16; 13:1–17, 33–35; 15:13
Romans 5:8
Ephesians 5:25
Philippians 2:3–8
Hebrews 12:2
1 Peter 2:21
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