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God’s Warning to Seven 

Churches 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Revelation 2–3 

MAIN POINT: Jesus sent messages to the seven 

churches. 

UNIT KEY PASSAGE: Revelation 21:5 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:  What will happen 

when Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all 

things new. 

 

 

 

Leader BIBLE STUDY 
The Book of Revelation opens with John’s description of 
a vision. In the vision, Jesus gave John messages for seven 
local churches. Jesus told John to write these messages on a 
scroll and send them to the churches. 
 
In most cases, Jesus commended the church for their good 
work, warned them about the areas in which they needed 
correction, and urged them to return to Him. Among other 
things, He warned the churches not to forget their love of 
the Lord. He encouraged them not to be afraid of being 
tested. He urged those who were surrounded by evil to not 
deny their faith. Each time, Jesus promised to reward those 
who remain faithful to Him. 
 
The church is made up of people who have trusted in Jesus, 
who are committed to one another, and who meet together 
to worship Jesus and share the gospel. Jesus loves the church 
as His bride. (See Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9.) Jesus’ message 
called the churches to turn away from their sin and remain 
faithful to Him. The Lord is slow to anger (Ex. 34-6-7) and 
patient, wanting everyone to repent (2 Pet. 3:9). 
 
Jesus warned specific churches in Asia Minor (modern-day 
Turkey), but the problems they faced can still be found in 
churches today. Help preschoolers understand some of the 
problems the early churches faced: They did not love like 
they should, they believed false teaching and did wrong 
things, and they were lukewarm—useless to the cause of 
Christ. 
 
 
We can pray for our churches to be faithful, effective 
instruments in spreading the gospel. We should love the 
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church because Jesus loves the church. Through the church, 
Jesus helps believers work together to do God’s plan. Finally, 
Jesus warned believers to stay alert because He will come 
like a thief when no one is expecting Him. Believers—then 
and now—must always be ready 
 
 
 

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
Welcome 
Play the unit theme music CD. Invite free play while other 

preschoolers arrive (until about quarter after).  You may use 

countdown video to help facilitate clean-up to transition to the 

activity page. 

 

 

Activity page 
Guide the preschoolers to look at the church building 
images in each row and circle the picture that comes next 

SAY •Good job deciding which church building came next. 

In today’s Bible story, Jesus had a special message 

for seven different churches. Jesus had something 

important to say to each church. These are important 

messages for our church today, too. 

 

 

Play “Loud Telephone” 
Invite the children to sit down in a circle. Inform children 

that you are going to play a game of “Telephone,” but 

instead of whispering, the children are to repeat the message 

they hear to their neighbor in a normal voice. Choose one 

child to begin the game, and give her the message “Jesus 

is alive!” Encourage the first child to repeat the message to  

the child on her right. When the message goes around the 

entire circle, choose another child to begin the game and 

give him a new message to share. 

SAY • •Each of us told our neighbors something true about 

Jesus! In our Bible story, Jesus had a seven different 

messages for seven different churches. We’ll learn 

more in our Bible story. 

 

 

 

Transition to Bible study 
Invite preschoolers to Bible study (sitting “criss-cross-

applesauce” on the rug in front of the TV). 
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TEACH THE STORY 
 

Introduce the Bible story 

SAY •      Have your parents ever told you to look both ways 

before you crossed a street? Your parents and family 

love you and want to protect you from danger! 

In our Bible story, Jesus had a message for seven 

different churches. He wanted to encourage them to 

love Him most of all and to warn them about some 

things they were doing wrong.  

 

 

 

 

Video: Watch the Bible story 
Place a bookmark at Revelation in the Bible. Open the Bible to 

show them the passage. 

SAY •  We can trust the Bible because it is true! God gave us 

His words in the Bible. Today’s story comes from the 

Book of Revelation. 

 

 

Play “God’s Warning to Seven Churches” from DVD 

 

Talk about the Bible story 
SAY •   Jesus sent messages to seven churches because Jesus 

loves the church and wanted them to turn away from 

sin. The churches were disobeying God in different  

ways, but Jesus wanted each one to remember the 

truth, turn from sin, and follow Him.  

 

Ask the following review questions 

1. Who gave messages to John? (Jesus) 

2. How many churches did Jesus have a message for? 

(seven) 

3. What message did Jesus give to the churches? 

(Answers will vary. Guide preschoolers as needed.) 

4. What did Jesus promise to do for every faithful and 

obedient believer? (reward them) 

5. Who did John say should listen to the messages? 

(anyone with ears) 

 

 

Big picture question (preferably on rug together in a circle) 
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SAY   •  Our big picture question is, What will happen when 

Jesus comes back? Jesus will make all things new. 

While we wait for Jesus to come back and make 

all things new, we can listen to His messages to the 

churches and follow Him. We need Jesus’ help to 

follow Him, but Jesus loves us and will help us. 

 

 

 

Sing (Bible Verse Memory) 
Open your Bible to Revelation 21:5. Read the key passage 

aloud several times. Sing together the key passage song, 

“Making Everything New.” 

SAY   •  Our key passage tells us that Jesus is going to make 

everything new. Jesus will undo all the ways sin has 

hurt the world He made and the people He loves. 

We can look forward to that day!  

 

 

Pray 
SAY •    God, thank You for sending messages to the seven 

churches. You love Your church, and You want to 

help the church follow You! Give us hearts that want 

to listen to You and obey You. Help us to follow You. 

Amen.  

 

 

Serve Snack (Goldfish & Water)  
 

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
 

Make Church art 
Give each preschooler a sheet of paper with the main point on it 

and an envelope.Show a preschooler how to glue her open 

envelope to her paper. Glue the flap to the paper as well so the 

pocket is left open. Encourage her to use markers to draw a door 

on 

the envelope and a cross above the flap to form a church. 

Then give her four jumbo craft sticks and invite her to use 

markers to decorate each one to look like a person. The 

preschooler may then place her craft stick people in the 

pocket of the envelope as if they are people at church. Write 

the main point on each preschooler’s artwork.  

SAY   Jesus loves the church. Jesus sent messages to seven 

churches. He warned them to turn away from their 
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sin and follow Him. Jesus works through the church 

to help believers work together to do God’s plan. 

 

 

Turn away from sin 
Guide the preschoolers to stand in the middle of the 

classroom. Inform children that you are going to read out 

a series of choices and if it is a right choice, they should 

continue to face you. If it’s a wrong choice, the children 

should turn towards the back. After each choice, remind 

the children to return to facing you. Consider using the 

following statements as choices: 

•Obeying your parents 

•Not coming when your mom calls your name 

•Not being nice to your friends 

•Sharing your toys with your friends 

SAY •   In our game, we turned away from the wrong 

choices! Jesus sent messages to seven churches. 

One of the churches was in a town called Sardis. The 

church in Sardis had stopped serving Jesus. Jesus 

warned them to turn away from their sin. 

 

 

Shout it out 
Invite children to repeat the names of the churches in 

different voices: loud, soft, deep, opera singing, squeaky 

mouse, and so forth. Ephesus (EF uh suhs), Smyrna 

(SMUHR nuh), Pergamum (PUHR guh muhm), Thyatira  

(thigh uh TIGH ruh), Sardis (SAHR diss), Philadelphia 

(FIL uh DEL fih uh), and Laodicea (lay ahd ih SEE uh). 

SAY • Jesus sent messages to seven churches. Jesus loves 

the church. He warned seven churches and told them 

to turn away from their sin and follow Him. Jesus 

works through the church to help believers work 

together to do God’s plan. 

 

 

 

Free Play Until Pick-up 

 
When parents pick up their children tell them something that their 

child enjoyed doing or did well during the lesson. 
 


